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Increase Profits Not Labor Costs

A Necessity for Any Metal Roofed Building That is Not Climate Controlled.

+ Post Frame/agricultural buildings - Workshops/unattached garages
« Steel buildings + Open-walled structures
- Self-storage - Carports, truck ports & RV storage

Better Science Equals Drier Buildings

When condensation occurs, moisture gets stored in the specially
designed pockets of the DripStop membrane.

* Helps fight corrosion in livestock confinement
- Arrives on-site already on roof panels

Adhesive

 Cuts construction time in half Barrier

+ Saves money

Water Droplets

Fight Condensation Without Insulation

STOP

Condensation conftrol

www.dripstop.com or call us at: 1-(937) 660-6646



https://www.dripstop.com/xcart/index.php
tel:19376606646
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Plans Underway for 2nd Annual CRS

e live in an interesting
world. COVID and pro-
tests are only the begin-
ning. Here at Shield Wall
Media we feel obligated to contribute to

the excitement ... but in a positive way.
We are in contact with the Duke Energy
Center and Hilton Netherland Plaza, and
have confirmed there are no restrictions
or zombies on the horizon for the 2nd

Annual Construction Rollforming Show
(CRS) scheduled for Dec. 10 and 11 in

Cincinnati.
If you are missing out on trade shows
continued on page 6

2020 CONSTRUCTION ROLLFORMING SHOW - PRELIMINARY EDUCATIONAL SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9, 2020 - EXHIBITOR SET UP. HALL CLOSED TO ATTENDEES

Construction Rollforming Association Materials Machines Business Featured
Introductory Rollforming Course
Room #1 Room #2 Room #3 Room #4 Demo Area - Show Floor
7:00-08:45 | Continental Breakfast OFF OFF OFF OFF @
8:00-09:00 |Business Entity Creation, Structure & Risk Mitigation %
9:00-10:00 | Capitalizing a Business (Debt, Equity, Lease vs. Purchase) Z
10:00-11:00 | Coil Basics =
11:00-12:00 | Coating Basics g
12:00-1:00 | Catered Lunch E
1:00-2:00 Roll Formers and Other Related Machines o
2:00-3:00 Trailers and Towing for Portable Machines g
3:00-4:00 Roll Former Maintenance, Retooling & Replacement S
4:00-5:00 Aftermarket Software and Inventory Control g
5:00-6:00 Networking and Decompression Happy Hour -
THURSDAY DECEMBER 10, 2020 - EXHIBITOR SET UP. EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 12:00 TO 5:30
7:00-08:45 | Continental Breakfast - Sponsored OFF =L
8:00-09:00 | Packaging, Shipping and Delivering Products Paint Basics Roll Former Basics Buying vs. Leasing :§
Equipment 22
9:00-10:00 | Safety Training and Certification Coil Basics Software for Optimum | Buying a Business @E
Production or Planning an Exit §§
10:00-11:00 | Buying and Selling Coil Warranties on Coil Trailers and Towing for |Supply Chain & =5
and Coatings Portable Roll Formers | Inventory Management =
11:00-12:00 | Catered Lunch OFF OFF OFF -
1:00-2:00 NO CLASSES Keynote Address E
2:00-3:00 Marketing and Advertising Coil on the Other Production Social Media and Digital [ OPEN é
Secondary Market Machines: Slitters, Marketing &
Tippers, Decoilers <
3:00-4:00 NO CLASSES Differences in Coil §
4:00-5:00 Social Media and Digital Marketing Metal Types and Uses Used & Reconditioned | Basic Sales OPEN %
Equipment =
5:00-6:30 Happy Hour - Entryway in Front of Exhibit Hall =
Entrance - Duke Energy Center - Sponsored
7:00-11:00 | Thursday Mixer - Hilton Netherland Plaza =3
7:00-08:45 | Continental Breakfast -
8:00-09:00 |Basic Sales Closures and Ventilation | Material Handling Political Landscape OPEN S
Equipment & Loaders | & Business Climate =
9:00-10:00 | NO CLASSES Solutions to §
Problems Cold =
Forming Metal g.
10:00-11:00 | Buying and Selling Used & Reconditioned Equipment | Moisture & Benders and Brakes The Role of OPEN =
Condensation Control Associations =
11:00-12:00 | NO CLASSES Roll Former E
Maintenance =
12:00 - 1:00 | Human Resources, Recruiting & Personnel Management | NO CLASSES OPEN & %
1:30-3:00 Construction Rollforming Association Board Meeting =
PLEASE REMEMBER THIS IS PRELIMINARY AND WE ARE OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS
« All topics are tentative at this point. No speakers formally scheduled.
« Many topics are intentionally broad to allow speakers some flexibility to utilize their own expertise.
« All time slots are tentative. After topics are finalized, the schedule will be arranged so similar topics do not compete.
« If you have a suggestion for a topic or topics that you believe provide value or should be covered, please contact me.
« We have the ability to add classrooms.
* The “No Classes” and “Programming in the Demo Area” time slots are designed to keep traffic on the show floor. The sessions in the Demo Area are free to all attendees.
WWW.CONSTRUCTIONMAGNET.COM 3



Gutter Forming
Size and style of material
and finishes for rain gutters

Midwest Enterprises
Gutter protection manufacturer
recognized potential, then
pursued with persistence

Planning To Add A

Gutter Machine?
Three manufacturers offer

their suggestions for
popular portables

Product Profiles
Sealants, closures, ventilation,
and moisture barriers

A Journey Of Faith

Minnesota company pivots
to roll forming for survival

Is It Time For

New Roll Tooling?
Weigh your options
prior to replacement

Take Advantage Of
Tax Incentives For

Equipment Purchases
Advice from inside the industry
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SUBSCRIPTION GIVEAWAY WINNER!
Congratulations to Aaron Zook of Greensfork, Indiana,
who won a $100 gift card in the SWM Subscription
Giveaway. Aaron subscribed three of his associates who
had not already been receiving our magazines.
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Ready to Integrate Your Office to the Plant Floor?

whivw BackAulomaltion.com » B14 Fes Fee Rd. 51. Louls, MO 83043

Tol: (314) 6766738 * Email: salesEBeckAutomation.com

[iifl
|
ablani

Connex is a Multi-User
Enterprise Sclution to link
your office to the plant
floor.

Job Scheduling, Coil
Tracking, Customizable
Reports, Import/Export
using existing ERP, and
much more.

BEC‘:K

Htoration:

We service your needs with
consistent quality, workmanship and knowledge

It's part of the reason customers come back to us time after time.

Maximize your profits by decreasing your inventory.
Reduce man hours - let us fabricate, you install.

98% of our American-made products are made-to-order and are
manufactured inhouse. Our products are made from domestic metal
and custom crafted to your specifications.

Contact us today to see how we can streamline your process
and maximize your profits!

(231) 861-0050 | info@advarchsm.com | www.advarchsm.com

Publisher’s Message )

continued from page 3

that were cancelled, here is your chance.

NEW THINGS COMING!

We have the educational program-
ming schedule outlined here, with a
new addition to announce. As well as
the traditional courses, we have added
a 2-Y% day course on Introductory Roll
Forming. This is the first official pro-
gram offering of the new Construction
Rollforming Association. The course will
start with learning how to form a busi-
ness entity and move on to cover every-
thing from coil basics and maintenance
through marketing and sales. The course
will have a dedicated textbook and will
require pre-registration specifically for
this course.

The goal is to help create a minimum
shared knowledge base so that we can
develop standards and best practices
within the roll-forming industry.

We have recently released the hotel
block information. The link is available
online, or you can call 800-445-8667.
The group is listed as: SHIELD WALL
MEDIA: ROLLFORMING TRADE
SHOW and the group code is: SWM.

The other announcement is a new
quarterly magazine launching Q4. The
magazine is Roofing Elements. The mag-
azine will deal with the physical envi-
ronment and how “Elements” like heat,
moisture, wind, and sun affect roofing.

The Elements need to be considered
in every aspect of roofing from material
choice to installation techniques. Roofing
Elements is going to provide both indus-
try white papers and institutional knowl-
edge from the experts who learned their
trade in the real world.

If you have any questions about the
new magazine, or know a topic or per-
son that would be a valuable addition
to the educational programming for the
Construction Rollforming Show, please
let me know.

It is difficult to compete with the
excitement on the nightly news, but we
are trying.

Gary Reichert
Publisher
Shield Wall Media
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DYNA-GUARD®

ITIS TIME FOR A DYNA-GUARD® Snow Retention System installed on a metal roof.

CHANGING OF THE
GUARD

DYNA-GUARD® is a snow

retention system designed to be
installed on metal roofs. We are
discontinuing the line of
and related products. Please

. . DYNA-CLIP
call for our “below cost” prices Assembled

DYNA-GUARD®

on S-5!°

SNO-DAM®

DYNA-CLAMP®

DYNA-CLIPS®

Dyna-Clip is a new component for Dyna-Guard snow retention system.
Our Dyna-Guard® system comes with a free 30-year warranty.

Attention architects / specifiers:
NM' For a CSI 3 part specification and CAD details on
DYNA-GUARD products see our page on Arcat

https://www.arcat.com/arcatcos/cos50/arc50660.html

https://www.arcat.com/company/dynamic-fastener-50660/spec

. H h'. de with
https://www.arcat.com/company/dynamic-fastener-50660/cad Jour Smart deviess camera
to land at our ARCAT page.

DYNAMIC FASTENER ° 800-821-5448

S-5! is a registered trademark of Metal Roof Innovations Ltd. DYNA-GUARD, DYNA-CLAMP, DYNA-CLIP and SNO-DAM are registered trademarks of Dynamic Fastener Service Inc.
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As Las Vegas Reopens,
METALCON 2020 Remains on Schedule

fficials for METALCON

2020 announced that plans

are still underway for the

event to be held as scheduled
Oct. 21-23, in Las Vegas.

The metal construction industry’s
largest international event for metal con-
struction products, technologies, and
solutions will be celebrating its 30th
anniversary conference and trade show
at the Las Vegas Convention Center.

“We are happy to hear Las Vegas is
reopening and getting back on track,”
said METALCON Show Director, Judy
Geller, in reference to the previous clo-
sure of businesses and events due to
COVID-19. “The health and well-being
of our exhibitors, attendees, and staff
are our #1 priority. We are working
closely with our vendors and venues, as
well as the state and local government,
to create a clean and healthy environ-
ment. We will be implementing very
specific safety measures throughout
METALCON that will not only meet
state and local regulations but also go
above those to ensure the safest and
healthiest event possible.”

METALCON is launching two new
programs for 2020:

On Tuesday, October 20—the day
before METALCON officially opens—
there will be The Architect’s Experience,
where architects and designers can
learn about the beauty and durability
of metal while earning AIA Continuing
Education Units (CEUs).

Also new is CONNECT! The Women’s
A/E/C Network. With women making up
just 9.9% of the U.S. construction work-
force (Source: NAWIC), their future
success relies on working together to
advance women in the industry. All are
welcome to join an afternoon of learning,
conversation, and networking.

8

For more information on METALCON
2020 visit www.metalcon.com

OSHA GUIDANCE TO HELP
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The U.S. Department of Labor’s
Occupational  Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) has launched
a web page with coronavirus (COVID-
19) related guidance for construction
employers and workers. The guidance
includes recommended actions to reduce
the risk of exposure to the coronavirus.
In response to changing conditions,
employers should implement corona-

virus infection prevention measures
accordingly.

The web page includes information
regarding:

« Using physical barriers, such as walls,
closed doors, or plastic sheeting, to
separate workers from individuals
experiencing signs or symptoms
consistent with the coronavirus;

* Keeping in-person meetings

(including toolbox talks and safety
meetings) as short as possible,
limiting the number of workers in
attendance, and using social
distancing practices;

Screening calls when scheduling
indoor construction work to assess
potential exposures and
circumstances in the work
environment before worker entry;
Requesting that shared spaces in
home environments where
construction activities are being
performed, or other construction
areas in occupied buildings,

have good airflow; and

Staggering work schedules, such as
alternating workdays or extra shifts,
to reduce the total number of
employees on a job site at any given
time and to ensure physical
distancing.

Visit OSHA’s coronavirus web page fre-
quently for updates (www.osha.gov/coro
navirus).

ROLLFORMING / SUMMER 2020
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Get the job done right

— on site, on time, every time —
with Englert roll forming machines.

Featuring the MetalMan 56X Gutter System Machine
® Looks like a 5-inch gutter but performs like a 6-inch

e Larger-than-standard gutter bottom and downspout

e Carries the Good Housekeeping® Seal
e Can be fitted with Englert® MicroGuard for additional protection

Englert brings metal roof manufacturing to the
job site with our line of portable roll forming
machines. On-site fabrication eliminates shipping
damage, short shipments, and most sizing errors
resulting in better products, fewer problems,

and lower costs.

Our machines are designed for experts in seamless
gutter and metal roof installation. We offer a total
package of value-added metal roofing and gutter
machines and support, including a service force,

machine training, marketing support, testing,

warranties, and engineering.

1-800-ENGLERT www.englertinc.com JE E N G LE RT®



http://www.englertinc.com
tel:18003645378
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REVISED ENFORCEMENT
GUIDANCE FOR RECORDING
CASES OF CORONAVIRUS

COVID-19 cases do fall under OSHA’s
recordable illness rules for workplaces.
As a result, employers are expected to fol-
low procedures already in place for han-
dling workplace injury or illness.

A memorandum issued in late May to
enforcement officers offers some guid-
ance on how COVID-19 will be handled
during the ongoing pandemic.

The memorandum notes that
employers with 10 or fewer employees
and certain employers in low-hazard
industries have no recording obliga-
tions; “they need only report work-
related COVID-19 illnesses that result
in a fatality or an employee’s in-patient
hospitalization, amputation, or loss of
an eye,” it states.

It also notes that “Because of the diffi-
culty with determining work-relatedness,
OSHA is exercising enforcement discre-
tion to assess employers’ efforts in mak-
ing work-related determinations.”

It goes on to outline how employ-
ers should go about determining if the
COVID-19 case is a work-related illness
while observing the employee’s right to
privacy.

COVID-19 illnesses are likely work-
related:

+ when several cases develop among

workers who work closely together and

there is no alternative explanation;

- if it is contracted shortly after lengthy,

close exposure to a particular custom-

er or coworker who has a confirmed
case of COVID-19 and there is no
alternative explanation;

« if an employee’s job duties include

having frequent, close exposure to

the general public in a locality with
ongoing community transmission and
there is no alternative explanation.

Whether work-related or not, OSHA
notes that “it is important as a matter of
worker health and safety, as well as pub-
lic health, for an employer to examine
COVID-19 cases and respond appropri-
ately to protect workers.”
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The Metal Building Contractors
and Erectors Association (MBCEA)
announced its 2020 Building of the
Year. Taking the top award is the Air
Canada Hangar 5 at Toronto Pearson
International Airport in Mississauga,
Ontario, erected by Scott Steel Erectors
Inc. of Hamilton, Ontario. The
175,000-square-foot hangar building
was manufactured by Burnco Mfg,
Varco Pruden, and Steelway Building
Systems.

In addition to the overall win-

MBCEA BUILDINGS OF THE YEAR HONORED

International Airport, erected
by Scott Steel Erectors Inc.
of Hamilton, Ontario.

PHOTO BY DOUG HOOD

ner, Awards of Merit and Excellence
were announced for buildings in
three separate categories: Education
and Recreation, Manufacturing and
Warehouse, and Specialty Buildings.

This year’s award winners were hon-
ored at an MBCEA Virtual Conference.
The conference was held online rather
than in-person this year due to Covid-
19 restrictions.

All of the award-winning buildings
can be viewed on the MBCEA website
at www.mbcea.org/awards-recognition.

AISI REPORT SUPPORTS
NEW ENERGY STANDARD FOR
COLD-FORMED STEEL FRAMING

The American Iron and Steel Institute
(AISI) has published a new cold-formed
steel framing research report, “AISI
RP20-2: Development of a U-Factor
Calculation Procedure for Cold-Formed
Steel C-Shaped Clear Wall Assemblies.”

The research was undertaken to sup-
port a new energy standard being devel-
oped by AISI’'s Committee on Framing
Standards. The new standard, AISI S-250,
North American Standard for Thermal
Performance of Building Envelopes with
Cold-Formed Steel, is being prepared for
public review as part of the consensus
process.

AISI RP20-2 delivers a simplified calcu-
lation procedure that can be easily used by
architects, engineers, and building own-
ers to evaluate building envelope designs
that demonstrate compliance with energy

codes. The results address five key con-
structions: nominal stud dimensions (2" x
4", 2"x 6", 2" x 8", 2"x 10", and 2" x 12"),
stud spacings (6" oc, 12" oc, 16" oc, and
24" oc), designation thicknesses (33, 43,
54, and 68 mils), cavity insulation (R-0
to R-38), and insulated sheathings (R-0
to R-20). Previously, the procedures were
cumbersome and limited in scope.

“The findings from AISI RP20-2 are
significant because they will help equip
users with the tools to make more
accurate evaluations of cold-formed
steel framing for clear wall assem-
blies that meet energy code analysis
and compliance,” said Jay Larson, P.E.,
F.ASCE, managing director of AISI’s
Construction Technical Program. “We
are developing a road map for additional
research needed to make steel more com-
petitive in this area.”

The report is available for free down-
load at www.buildusingsteel.org. RF
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Metal roofs not only protect Metal roofing and cladding We put Marco metal roofing

your home and everything is the perfect fit for ag buildings: products through the wringer

inside, they are the longer economical, efficient, rugged before you put them on your roofs.

lasting, more energy-efficient and long-lasting. So you can rest easy, knowing

choice. they'll perform as promised year
after year after year.

: For rapid delivery from a local dealer, contact Marco Industries at
il-\_*

:-a@ﬁi 800.800.8590 / Marcolndustries.com
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https://marcoindustries.com/
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utter Ideas

‘From size and style to material and finishes

B By Adam Schouten
ADVANCED Architectural Sheet Metal & Supply

There are many different ideas regarding gutters—style,
material, expansion, size, pitched or no pitch, downspout size,
and finish. Over the years, we’ve offered the following ideas or
suggestions when supplying commercial and industrial gutters
and downspouts.

SIZE AND STYLE

If you have an architectural sheet-metal manual, there is a
section about sizing for gutters and downspouts. Although
available, it seems most contractors look at the roof size and use
what is available—4" or 5" (102mm or 127mm) K for residen-
tial and 6" (152mm) K or box style for commercial and indus-
trial. This usually works for them. Our suggestion is make sure
to have enough downspouts and that they are large enough.

Gutters are there to catch the water—not hold it. With today’s
building designs, downspouts usually are put out of view so
they do not obstruct the design of a building. This creates lon-
ger runs and less downspout. In this case, the size of the down-
spout really does matter.

MATERIAL

Is steel or aluminum the right choice? Location makes a
difference. In coastal areas, aluminum is preferred because of
the salt air. In the South, the choice can be aluminum or steel
because there are no freeze/thaw cycles. In the North and

12

Midwest... steel is used more because of freeze/thaw

Chicago...
cycles and snow and because aluminum expands more than
steel. This pertains to commercial, institutional, larger multi-
family, and industrial—not single-family residential, which is
mainly aluminum. There also are uses for copper and stainless
in special situations.

EXPANSION

The architectural sheet-metal manual has its recommenda-
tions. Today, with portable roll-form gutter machines, we have
seen these recommendations really stretched. The selling point
is there are no seams to leak. Remember, fastening this gutter in
place restricts its expansion. We suggest roll-forming gutters at
40' to 50' (12m to 15m) maximum lengths. We also suggest 40’
(12m) sections with end caps on each end, thus using the end
caps back to back on each section with a 1/8" (3mm) or so gap
for expansion. The butted end caps are fitted with a cleat at the
top so water does not leak between the gaps. This allows each
section to expand separately, and the cleat holds the top evenly,
giving the gutter a clean look.

The expansion system of slipping one gutter into the other
about 3" (76mm) and butting the end caps with a gap for expan-
sion is not our preference. Here’s why: With roll-formed gutters,
the profile matches and there is not a large or small end. The
end caps have to be made one large and one small. One gutter
has to slip over the other and cannot be riveted or screwed to
make it fit properly. If fastened in this manner, there no longer

ROLLFORMING / SUMMER 2020
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Gutter Forming )

is allowed expansion. We have done this many times and found
it takes longer and patience runs thin because the customer
wants a clean look. It just doesn’t look as good as the two end
caps with a cleat. When we talk to the designers and customers
and show them the two systems, 90% of the time the two end
caps and cleat system is chosen.

PITCHED OR NO PITCH

How old is the building and what is the construction type?
Buildings, like people, tend to settle or sag with age. In most
cases we find masonry and wood-framed older buildings tend
to settle more than steel-framed structures. We like to build in
pitch on older buildings. A little pitch is needed just to get the
water moving toward the downspouts. There are ways to do
this with a roof flange on the roll-formed gutters if the forming
machine has an “Alcoa hook.” With new construction, the roof
edge is pretty level. On long runs, we like 40' (12m) sections or

less (as already discussed in the expansion section) with a large
enough downspout. In this case, we do not build in any pitch
to the gutter.

Some plants or factories have a dust by-product that settles
on the roof and, when it rains, it gets washed into the gutter. We
found in this case, by putting a greater pitch on the gutter and
placing the downspout at the very end, the dust by-product will
be washed out of the gutter, depending on how much rain falls.
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DOWNSPOUTS

When it comes to downspouts,
we like bigger, “and more is bet-
ter.” Getting the water out of the
gutter is the most important per-
formance factor in our view. If
the gutter is a little undersized for
that seven-year downpour and
the downspout is too small, the
building owner and/or manager
will be calling, asking why their
gutters are not working properly.
We never know when this downpour will happen, so we like
bigger downspouts or more of them. We find a 3" x 4" down-
spout works well on 6" K-style gutters (152mm) but a 4" x 5"
downspout also will fit for those long runs with fewer down-
spouts. For box gutters, we prefer 4" x 5" downspouts.

FINISHES

With all the colors and materials available today, con-
tractors must be going crazy. Being a commercial con-
tractor, the choice probably consists of Kynar 500 colors
in steel or aluminum. Just remember, the warranty is the
same on steel as aluminum. When bidding, make sure
your customers know that steel carries the same warranty.

GOOD IDEAS

There are many different ideas about gutters and down-
spouts, and these are a few of ours. Good or bad, we hope
we started you thinking about some ideas of your own. We
only grow and become better if we discuss our ideas with each
other. A good rule of thumb is, “You listen to all the ideas and
theories people have, and then keep and apply the good ones
that you think will work.” RF

For more information from ADVANCED Architectural Sheet
Metal & Supply visit www.advarchsm.com
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What started as a small business
operating out of two buildings
has morphed into a national
business encompassing a
complex of about 11 buildings.

Miwst Enter

Gutter protection manufacturer recognized

potential, then pursued with persistence

B By Sharon Thatcher

ay what you will about having

your mind in the gutter, but for

the Ealer family, it’s been a pretty

good place to be. From seamless

gutters to gutter protection, their busi-

ness, Midwest Enterprises, headquar-

tered at St. Clair, Missouri, has helped

to define two unique niches in the roll-
forming market.

Jim Ealer Sr. was one of the first to
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identify the potential market for both:
first seamless gutters then gutter screens
and covers. According to his son, Jim Jr.,
his father was working for someone else
in the 1960s when he was introduced to
portable roll formers. “He worked on one
of the early portable roll formers that did
gutters,” he said.

Jim Sr. purchased his own seamless
gutter machine and went into business
on his own, with Jim Jr. joining the fam-
ily business in 1976. “We made every-

prises

thing in-house,” Jim Jr. said, “the gutters,
the downspouts, everything except for
nails and screws.”

They purchased their aluminum
straight from the mill, which was
unheard for contractors at the time.

They had a major business. “We were
doing the big orders of all the new hous-
ing starts in the metropolitan St. Louis
area,” Jim Jr. said. “We pretty much had
the new construction business sewed up.”

The popularity of seamless gutters was
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on the rise and so too were ways to keep
them clean. There weren’t many options
for the latter.

“In our installation, we couldn’t find
anything that was very good,” Jim Jr.
said. Being mechanically inclined, Jim Sr.
set out to develop his own gutter protec-
tion solutions.

“He started experimenting and talking
to roll-forming machine manufacturers
about getting something made,” Jim Jr.
said, “and they told him he couldn’t do
that.” For Jim Sr. that wasn’t an answer, it
was a challenge.

“He bought an old worn-out
Lockformer machine [designed to make
sheet metal ductwork] and started tin-
kering with it,” according to Jim Jr. “He
knew a machinist who worked in St.
Louis during the day but had his own
machine shop where he worked in the
evenings. The machinist would cut some

o

E-Z-HYDROCLEAN®

636-629-6484 | 800-748-7736 | email: sales@E-ZGutter.com | www.E-ZGutter.com
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The Easy Loc gutter cover was the first style commercially available from Midwest Enterprises.
Many styles eventually joined the list, including the E-Z-HydroClean (shown here) and E-Z-
HydroClean High Capacity covers unveiled last year and specifically designed for metal roofs.

wheels at night for my dad and all the
next day Dad would tinker with it. That
night he’d take the roll back and say, ‘OK,
it has to be more like this; a little less here
and a little more there.” And he did that

for like a year and a half before he could
actually roll form a screen.”

The first product he created was the
Easy Loc. “It was the very first screen that
used spring tension to hold itself into
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the gutter,” Jim Jr. said. “It installed very
quickly. It’s still on the market and still
works great.”

For several years, the reformatted
Lockformer was used exclusively for
Ealer’s gutter installation business.

“He’d run it once in awhile and make
enough material for our own use,” Jim
Jr. said.

As other contractors saw the product,
they expressed interest. Jim Sr. headed to
nearby St. Louis to sell the product.

Organically the business grew into a

Midwest Enterprises is a family owned
and operated business. Several mem-
bers of the Jim Ealer Sr. family bring
their diverse levels of expertise to the
table to keep the business growing.

All in the Family

Working with family day-in and
day-out poses unique challenges,
but Jim Ealer Jr., who has worked
inside the operation for 40+ years,
shares one of the family rules that
keeps them together:

“My dad is a very competitive
person, and he’s raised all of us to
be pretty competitive. That’s a good
thing when we’re all pulling togeth-
er, but when you're all pulling apart
it’s harder to do. It’s gotten big
enough now where we all have our
different jobs. One of our rules is: If
you get upset, you can say anything
you want to, and you can walk out
if you want to, but the work still
has to be done, and as long as you
come back the next day, everything
is OK.”
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regional, then a national business.

“He was selling in the Midwest, but
then some of those people would get
transferred to a different part of the
country. They would call up and say,
‘We’re in Ohio now, can you ship it to
us;” Tm in California now, can you ship
it to us.” It went on like that for 20 years
or more, just word of mouth. We didn’t
have a salesperson; my dad would just
call someone once in awhile,” Jim Jr. said.

As the gutter screen business grew, the
gutter installation business shrank due to
competition, and around 1996 the Ealers
left the installation business entirely.

“When we started doing seamless gut-
ters in the 1970s, there was only like four
seamless gutter trucks [in the St. Louis
area]. By the time we got out of it, there
was close to 400,” Jim Jr. said. “Eight of
them were former employees. The prob-
lem: we’d train a guy for a couple years,
and teach him everything there was to

know and before you know it, he would
go out and buy his own machine.”

While the gutter screen business was
good, machine problems restrained
Midwest Enterprises from major
expansion for several years. It was still
reliant on the worn-out Lockformer
and other used soffit roll formers that
had been bought and repurposed for
screen and cover production. While
Jim Sr. enjoyed the challenge of coax-
ing old machines into new life, they
could be very unpredictable.

“We were making as much screen as
we could manufacture. We didn’t really
try to expand our business a lot because
the machine was so inconsistent,” Jim Jr.
said. “If you wanted to change over from
5" gutter to 6" gutter, it might take an
hour, it might take two days, you never
could say.”

Jim Jr. had left the business after the
installation part of the family enter-

Insights on Roll Forming

Midwest Enterprises has about 25
different roll formers in their opera-
tion, each machine dedicated to a dif-
ferent line. The company runs through
about 45,000 tons of coil stock every
three weeks in peak times of the year.
Jim Ealer Jr. had the following insights
about roll forming in general:

+ “The hardest part of roll forming
is getting the consistency. It’s buying
good machinery, setting it up specially
for the profiles we need, and getting
all the extras set up: the guides, the
punches, everything else to make a
high-speed line.”

+ “Each [aluminum] ingot is differ-
ent; it depends on the type of recycled
aluminum that goes into it. The mill
can tell you in a range, and in that
range it’s going to run different quali-
ties. Sometimes it will twist like crazy
and sometimes it will droop like crazy.
We have one guy, all he does is adjust
machinery to account for that. He spe-
cializes in that. He’s a very important
piece of the aluminum department.”

* “Roll forming is very very frustrat-
ing. You can have the same exact coil
and you can put it in the roll former
10 times and 8 times it will come out
just the way you want it. But the other
2 times youre going to have crazies.
The adjustment of the roll former isn’t
always consistent. You think, if T do
this, it will do that. But sometimes you
do that and it does something com-
pletely different. It has a mind of its
own.”

+ “There’s so much accurate toler-
ances—the gaps in your roll former
— for the material to go through there
and it all has to be level, no matter
what type of roll former you use, it’s
always going to be some kind of prob-
lem that takes trial-and-error adjust-
ments. And whether the company that
manufactures that comes in and does
the adjustment or you have someone
in-house, there’s always going to be
some kind of bump in the road. You've
got to be patient and persistent to get a
consistent running line.”
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prise ended, but returned in 2004 to sell
Midwest’s growing line of products. After
about a year on the road, he was con-
vinced there was a larger market in gutter
protection still waiting to be tapped, if
only they had more reliable roll formers.

“So I went out and found a roll-
forming manufacturing company to
make the machines we wanted,” he said.
The source of those new roll formers
remains proprietary.

By now, the company also had its own
in-house powder coat line, not unexpect-
edly created by Jim Sr. “We didn’t just
have someone come in and install one,
his son said. “My father went out and
did some research for a year or two, went
to conventions and trade shows, and he
ended up buying some components from
different people and designing his own
line. It took him a couple years to get it
right, but it works good now. We have

>

two powder coat lines and coat over 12
million screens a year.”

The Easy Loc has been joined by anoth-
er two dozen screen and cover profiles,
another reaction to Jim Jr.’s observation
while doing sales calls. He explained:
“Gutter installers will get stuck on a prod-
uct. They don’t care about who manufac-
tures it, it’s the product type they want.”
Maybe it’s a mesh screen that snaps and
locks into place; maybe it’s louvered;
maybe it’s punched with uniform perfo-
rations; whatever has proven successful
for them in the past is what they want to
install.

Jim Sr. has always been eager to
accommodate them. It is particularly
attractive to Midwest’s distributors, who
may have traditionally bought product
from four or five different manufactur-
ers, to give their buyers the options they
want. Midwest has now created so many

Making a

Industry Spotlight )

options that distributors only need to
come to them. “What we did was con-
solidate so they can buy from us and get
a bigger discount, better margins by buy-
ing in volume from one manufacturer,”
Jim Jr. said.

The business started in two build-
ings—a plant and warehouse—and has
grown into a complex incorporating
about 11 buildings.

Jim Ealer Sr. is 80 years old now, but
still active in the business. “If he wasn’t
being quarantined with Mom, he’d be
down there making a machine do some-
thing else. That’s what he likes to do, that
and riding dirt bikes,” his son said.

Of his father’s success, the younger
Ealer added, “He wasn’t any smarter than
anybody else, he was just persistent.”

For more information on the products
and the company visit e-zgutter.com RF
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Planning to Add a Gutter Machine?

Three manufacturers offer their suggestions for popular portables

MORE ROOFERS BUYING PORTABLES

If youre in the market for a new gutter roll former to start a
business, or to add to your current business, you’re not alone.
Derek Olson, Product Manager for Eastside Machine Co., Fargo,
North Dakota, said he has observed a definite trend particularly
among roofers for purchasing their own machines.

Lynn Nilson, Machine Technician at Eastside Machine Co., pauses dur-
ing work on an in-plant fascia machine. Photo provided by Eastside
Machine Co.

“We’ve noticed that more roofing companies are purchasing
gutter machines so they can offer gutter services on their own
and diversify their companies,” he said. “We, of course, are
more than happy to give these companies the tools they need
to succeed.”

Eastside’s most popular machine for small- to mid-size busi-
nesses is the Eagle 5" K-Style.

“Our Eagle 5" K-Style is a top seller for this demographic,
probably because we’ve put a lot of design time into making it as
user friendly as we can,” he said. “Our 5%" and 7'%" fascia gutter
machines are also popular.”

They have recently updated the materials used for their rolls
“in order to reduce friction and optimize their performance,”
Olson explained. “We’ve gone from chrome-hardened rolls to

20

QPQ rolls. This new roll type almost behaves as though it is
self-lubricating, which makes things easier for our customers.”

Increasingly attractive to customers, he noted, was manufac-
turing origin.

“One aspect of Eastside Machine Co. that sets us apart is that
our products are 100% American-made,” he said. “We get all
our materials from American companies and manufacture our
machines in-house. I think, especially during the current pan-
demic, the opportunity to support U.S. businesses is something
that customers really respond to.”

Buying the best machine is only the first step in learning how
to get the most for your money, Olson said, and complimentary
training is offered and encouraged.

“We want to make sure our customers have all the resources
they need, so we believe offering this service to those who want
it is essential,” Olson said.

Eastside, which started producing portable seamless roll form-
ers in 1960, knows all sides of the gutter business first-hand. They
not only provide machines, they also manufacture gutter coil
and accessories, and have a retail division that installs gutters.

Once online, Eastside technicians should be called in before
making mechanical adjustments, Olson advised, “as our tech-
nicians will be able to correctly diagnose the problem and offer
specific solutions.

“We have technicians on call, ready to answer any ques-
tions or address any concerns a customer may have about their
machine,” he continued.

Another maintenance tip for machine owners is to keep roll-
ers clean, “this will help ensure high performance and longev-
ity,” he said.

For more information visit www.eastsidemachine.com

NEW VERSUS USED

Be wary of buying used equipment, “unless the equipment is
certified by a manufacturer,” advised brothers Keith Minor Sr.
and Ken Minor Sr. who oversee operations at the family-owned
KWM Gutterman, Inc. roll-form company in Rockdale, Illinois.

“Sometimes the repairs of getting a used piece of equipment to
good running condition can be more expensive than buying a
new machine,” they offer.

KWDM’s most popular machine for small- to mid-size compa-
nies is the 5/6 Combo, for one simple reason: “because the two
most popular size gutters can be run out of one machine,” Keith
said, going on to explain, “Obviously, then, it is less expensive
to purchase one machine over two and more economical in
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terms of vehicles and space required.”

Simplification in changeovers is simple, he stressed.

“With the KWM Gutterman app downloaded on your phone,
there is only a 30-minute changeover time to run eithera 5" or 6"
gutter, which covers the majority of gutter needs.”

The app also has job estimator capabilities, which makes it
especially helpful to newcomers.

The Minor family has been making seamless gutter machines
since 1983, with the company started by Karl W. Minor Sr., a
self-employed roofing, siding, and gutter contractor. The
Minors note that family pride continues to run deep. “We are
a family-run business—personal pride goes into every part,
piece, and machine we ship. The quality of the parts individu-
ally makes the quality of the entire machine.”

The machines are made in-house at KWM.

While not a lot of maintenance should be needed, some pre-
ventative maintenance to heed is keeping foreign debris out of
the machine and oiling the guillotine daily.

In terms of upgrades, the Minors suggest adding profiles to
your arsenal of options that you can sell.

“The 6" gutter is becoming more of a demand for residential
areas, as are newer-style profiles like the box gutter, straight-
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A worker at KWM Gutterman prepares another roll former for market.
Photo provided by KWM Gutterman
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faced, fascia, etc.,” the brothers said. “With the offering of the
new Gen2 half-round machine, more steel products can be run
now. Another relevant change is the use of technology and apps
like the KWM Gutterman app mentioned earlier, where you
can calculate your job and all your parts and pieces needed, and
not to mention you can access a link to an eagle view of the job.”

For maximum success in the gutter business, however, KWM
stresses: “prioritize selling correct installation and quality work
over anything else.”

For more information visit www.kwmgutterman.com

ASK LOTS OF QUESTIONS BEFORE YOU BUY

Buying a gutter machine is serious business and requires ask-
ing serious questions. Englert Inc. advises to “get the facts by
researching machine companies to see what they have to offer.
What is included with a machine purchase? Does the supplier
offer gutter materials? Check the warranty offer on the machine.
Check the warranty offer on materials. What kind of service/
maintenance will the machine need as time goes on?”

Englert offers financing, something that has proved popular

with customers, so if that is something you’ll need, make sure to
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include it in your research.

Of course, the type of machine you buy depends on the size
of gutters you want to install. Englert’s top three machines for
gutter installers are all in the MetalMan series: the MetalMan
550 (5"), 660 (6"), and 650 (combination 5" and 6").

Englert says its service package sets them apart from the
competition. Machines have a 5-year parts and labor warranty,
and “machine technicians are available for training, assistance,
service in-house or via mobile with our fleet on-site. Machine
parts are always available,” they add.

Englert also offers dealerships for its own gutter systems. A
recent addition to its LeafGuard Series is the 56X Gutter System,
which is an aesthetically streamlined 5" gutter that performs
like a 6"

Maintenance is also high on Englert’s priority list.

“We want to train our customers how to operate, clean, and main-
tain the machine so that it can perform at its best,” they said.

Machines should be cleaned once a week, and preventive
maintenance/service done at least once a year by an experi-
enced machine technician. RF

For more information visit www.englertinc.com
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How to Get More Mileage
Out of Your Gutter Machine

If you're serious about getting the best “mileage” out of your
machine, follow these suggestions from Englert Inc., for every
month your machine is in service.

Most modern gutter machines feature a polyurethane drive
roller system with chromed free-floating forming rollers that
have to be routinely cleaned. Turn on your machine and spray
the neoprene rollers with a product like Formula 409, a house-
hold cleaner whose original application was as a commercial
solvent and degreaser for industries that struggled with par-
ticularly difficult cleaning problems. Let your machine run for
a few seconds, then turn it off and wipe down the rollers with a
clean cloth. Remove as much dirt and grime as you can. Then
turn the machine on and jog it forward—keeping your hands
away from the machine. Turn the machine off again and wipe
off the other sides of the rollers and the bottom roll. Wipe away
any excess dirt or liquid. Repeat if necessary.

Once the neoprene rollers are clean, use a shop vac to vacuum
out the rest of the machine and wipe it down with a clean cloth.

Use a clean cloth to wipe down the skate (metal) rollers with
Formula 409. Cleaning these rollers may require more effort
and “elbow grease” than the neoprene rollers. Repeat these
steps once a month and remember to make sure the neoprene
rollers are completely dry before running material through the
machine. Rollers that are not dry will slip and make a mark on
the bottom of the gutter material.

Wiping down the entire machine also gives you the oppor-
tunity to closely inspect the machine. As with any mechanized
piece of equipment, keeping the machine clean at all times will
increase its life and make maintenance easier.

Atleast once a year, oil all the chains in your roll former using

Routine cleaning and lubrication can add
years of life to any machine you purchase.

- T

W" wl i H '.11: "

motorcycle chain  oil. . ol | »
The guillotine blade should be "*x:_;ﬁ L
oiled every day with 3-in-1 oil. Do i

NOT use WD-40—it is not a lubricant.
The WD stands for water displacement and the product is made
with a cleaning and degreasing solvent known as Stoddard
Solvent that can ultimately get sticky and gummy—not lubri-
cating. It will create wear on the blade and not give you a good
cut on the material.

Finally two operating notes that can save you on repairs and
machine malfunctions. If you are running your machine’s
electric-powered motor from a wall socket or even a genera-
tor, use a 10-gauge, 15-amp extension cord. Anything less and
the roll former may perform erratically. And last, never leave
material in any machine with polyurethane rollers. When you
are done using the machine for the day, calculate the length
of the machine into the last piece needed, and then empty the
machine. Material left in the machine acts like a trough, catch-
ing dirt and debris. Consequently, when the machine is turned
on, the roller runs through the residual dirt and will soil the
product and the rollers. RF
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PRODUCT PROFILES

SEALANTS, CLOSURES, VENTILATION, AND MOISTURE BARRIERS

ST Fastening Systems supplies its MultiVent
and MultiVent 10" and MultiVent 20' closures
for those applications requiring airflow on
metal roofs. Open cell foam MultiVent, 3'
length, and woven polyester MultiVent 10
and 20' lengths, allows as much as 98%
free airflow through the material. However, it
prevents wind-driven rain from penetrating
the material when compressed. The
designs are universal for both. Adhesive is
applied to both for easy field installation.
MultiVent can be used on angled roof
applications and MultiVent 10" and MultiVent
20" for ridge cap applications.

www.stfasteningsystems.com

ST Fastening Systems MWI Components

Eliminate the installation of a “Z” closure
with MW/I's Universal Ridge Clip. This
22-gauge galvanized clip is perfect for
standing seam roofs, as it provides a large
fastening area for any style ridge cap. If you
value your dollar, this clip is essential for
your wallet. When used with MWI's pre-cut
Uni-Vent Il, it provides the lowest-cost ridge
ventilation system for a standing seam

roof on the market. No fasteners pervade
the panel where they will be exposed to
the weather; plus, no fasteners need to
penetrate the standing seam.

www.mwicomponents.com

AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER ONLY TO OUR ADVERTISERS!

GET YOUR
PRODUCT FEATURED

Your product, including a photo and description, will be viewed by an audience
of industry professionals in print, email broadcasts and on our website.

For more information contact:
Gary Reichert at gary@shieldwallmedia.com

715-252-6360
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Levi’s Building Components

Levi’s Building Components offers simple
solutions to prevent weather element
damage for varying roof profiles with
FastVent Plus and Flo-Vent—two contractor-
friendly metal roofing ridge vent closure
systems. Both are easy to install with a pre-
applied adhesive strip and are fire retardant
and UV stable. Each fits many profiles:
FloVent can be installed on the ridge cap
and FastVent Plus on the eaves.

www.levisbuildingcomponents.com

Marco Industries is proud to showcase
Flex-Pro, the newest profile venting material
in the Marco Industries ventilation family

of products. Available as a roll or profile-
cut sticks, with 26 square inches of NFA,
Flex-Pro provides plenty of cooling airflow,
which is vital to meet building codes,
reduce utility cost, and minimize long-term
building damage caused by improper
ventilation. Unlike other ventilation products,
Flex-Pro does not require the use of clips
during installation, saving contractors extra
labor cost and minimizing the amount of
penetrations in the roof system.

www.marcoindustries.com
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PRODUCT PROFILES

SEALANTS, CLOSURES, VENTILATION, AND MOISTURE BARRIERS

PLYCO DYNAMIC FASTENER FILC USA

Plyco manufactures and distributes a variety
of ventilation products designed to provide
airflow to meet your building requirements.
The company offers ridge vents in sizes
anywhere from 12 square inches to as much
as 108 square inches of free air space per
lineal foot. Plyco also offers wall vents and
louvers. Plyco’s ventilation products are
available in a wide variety of colors to match
your customer’s building.

www.plyco.com

Titebond WeatherMaster Metal Roof Sealant
is specifically formulated to outperform

all other sealant technologies, including
silicones, tri-polymers, and polyurethanes.
This superior polymer provides a waterproof
seal against water, wind, dust, and dirt. It
offers exceptional adhesion to Kynar-coated
metal materials, along with standard metal,
aluminum, steel, galvanized bonderized
surfaces, plastics, and glass. Titebond
WeatherMaster Metal Roof Sealant is
available in more than 50 colors, all of which
match today’s popular metal roof and metal
siding colors, regardless of the material or
manufacturer.

www.dynamicfastener.com

= ProfileVent
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‘Water Droplets

Dr!pStop from Filc USA helps fight
condensation without insulation. Dr!pStop
traps and holds condensation as it forms
until it evaporates back into the air. It arrives
at the job site already installed on the steel,
which saves time and money by eliminating
one step of the building process. In
addition, Dr!pStop provides a significant
layer of protection against corrosion,
particularly in animal confinement.

www.dripstop.com

Roll Former Corporation now offers two perf
units: the stand-alone perf unit with two sets
of perf dies for up to 24"-wide flat stock,
and the ag panel perforator for ventilation
needed on your %" x 5-rib-wide ag panels.
It comes complete with four sets of perf dies
for this 38" wide popular panel. It can also
perforate flat stock so you can post-process
the rest of your ventilated trim products.
Available in 26- to 29-gauge ag panels or
24-gauge max flat stock.

www.rollformercorp.com

WWW.CONSTRUCTIONMAGNET.COM

ProfileVent is the original single-layer ridge
vent cut to fit the profile of more than 50
metal panels. It's a strong, durable modified
polyester, non-woven, non-wicking, fiber-
based matting designed specifically for
metal roofs. ProfileVent has received a
Notice of Acceptance from Miami-Dade
County. ProfileVent's unique design prevents
compressing Ventco’s ridge vent material
through reducing the net-free area after
installation.

www.profilevent.com

Most standing seam ridge vents are too
complicated to install, wasting valuable time
and energy. With Snap-Z, installing a ridge
vent is easy, and you can relax knowing
that it won't fail over the lifetime of the roof
and will vent adequately. This in turn gives
you satisfied customers and no call-backs.
Always working to improve, Snap-Z has
undergone rigorous testing by independent
labs to ensure that their standing seam
ridge vent will withstand the worst elements
and maintain the beautiful hidden fastener
look that everyone wants.

www.standingseamroofvent.com
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A Journey Of

FAITH

Minnesota company pivots to
roll forming for survival

M By Sharon Thatcher

at happens when you realize your current busi-

ness isn’t providing you with the income and

satisfaction you need? How do you pivot into an

entirely new direction? That was the dilemma

facing the owners of Rush River Steel in Henderson, Minnesota,
back in 2011. The answer for them was a daring plunge into the
roll-forming market that would take lots of research—and even

‘ . A

Pictured (I-r) are Sales Manager Steve Waldner and General Manager
Jacob Wollman.

more faith.

General Manager Jacob Wollman explained the company’s
transformation:

“In 2001, we started a metal fab business doing custom laser-
cut parts, forming, and fabrication. This business had some
growing potential, but we were constantly plagued with our
best customers getting their own laser cutters and moving their
business in-house. “We realized we needed to not only cut parts,
but have an end product to sell that we manufacture in-house.

Ll

Rush River manufactures
trim in-house using a 21'
Thalmann double folder.

f



So we pursued a number of different
projects through the years, mainly truck
accessories and golf cart accessories, and
also did custom cutting and fabricating.
In the 10 years we were doing custom fab
work, we never seemed to get ahead.”
Survival and growth were critical
because the business wasn’t just sustain-
ing the employees and their families, but
an entire community. Rush River is a
blended church- and family-owned busi-
ness. Along with a hog operation (Altona
Isowean) and heavy machinery remanu-
facturing and sales, Rush River Steel sup-
ports the Altona Hutterian Brethren. It’s
a Christian community of 23 families
living together and sharing the proceeds
with everybody equally, “sharing one
purse,” as Wollman described it. While
church-connected, their businesses are
subject to all of the same laws, ordinanc-
es, and taxes as any non church-owned

DOES IT HAVE TO BE

business in the U.S.

“All of our businesses are run and
operated almost entirely by members of
the community,” Wollman said, adding,
“The whole community is supported by
these three businesses.”

While living modest lives within their
homes, Hutterites are sustained by pro-
gressively operated businesses, and their
existing laser cutting business just wasn’t
“cutting it.”

“A lot of Hutterite colonies had
jumped into the steel-cutting arena 25
years ago and some were struggling for
years to find a niche they could stay and
expand in,” Wollman explained. “Many
are very successful, but we never found
one we were excited about. Truck acces-
sories was an expanding market, but we
were reluctant to press deeper into this
market because of the difficulty to work
with the end user. It was extremely cus-
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Snap-Z Makes Your Life
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tom work requiring long hours of pol-
ishing/designing—for what? Customers
weren’t willing to pay for the quality they
received,” Wollman said.

It was Wollman’s father who lobbied
the church to consider roll forming.

“My late father (the overall manager
at the time) had this business in mind
for years. We were inspired by friends
and family in the business that had been
up and going for years, and some had
encouraged us to make the investment.
We were far enough away not to be com-
petitors. The church gave its blessings
to the plan and we went ahead with it,”
Wollman said.

GO BIG OR GO HOME

The elder Wollman and his team spent
about a year researching the business
further by attending trade shows and vis-
iting roll-former manufacturers around

arming Line
~Coll Reals
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(ABOVE) A structure featuring Rush River’s
ApexX4 roofing panel (close-up at right)

(BELOW) Rush River installed its second MRS

Titan Il roll former last year, used for making the

ApexX4 and Summit panels.
RUSH RIVER STEEL PHOTOS

the country. By heeding advice, they
decided to go with all-new equipment.
“We decided to go in with a big bang:
we’re not going to start with the cheap-
est equipment or the budget equipment,
we’re going to go in and buy good qual-
ity machines,” Wollman continued. He
explained the reasons: “We talked to a lot
of people, references, on what machines
to buy. Friends in the business told us,
in the beginning, get the best machines.

30

Quality equipment will provide better
quality, more consistent products, and
it’s easier to buy it up front than try to
resell your mediocre equipment later.”

Rush River’s next step was to sell their
laser cutting business and close up shop
before starting to buy equipment costing
on the high end of six figures.

“So here the equipment arrived and we
still didn’t have one customer,” Wollman
said, “but we did know a handful of con-

tractors in the area who gave us a lot of
encouragement.”

True to their word, the contractors
started ordering as soon as the machines
were on line. “As soon as we were ready,
we had a few orders, and they came to
us—we didn’t go to them, it was just
word of mouth,” Wollman related.

Up until the opening of Rush River,
local contractors had to travel at least 3%2
hours one way to get their factory-direct
metal panels and trim. Having some-
one local who could provide qual-
ity products and service was an
important time-saver. Business
quickly took off, serving
builders and DIYers in
a 165-mile range of
Henderson.

Of course, ultimate
success took years. “It’s not easy to build
a business from ground zero, but contrac-
tors were at our door from day one and
that has only expanded,” Wollman said,
adding: “We kind of had to grow into our
shoes the first four years, but after we
grew into them we were off and running.”

They initially started with 12,000
square feet of shop space. “Three years
in ... we outgrew the existing workspace
exponentially. In 2014, we started build-
ing another shop—27,000 square feet—
the one we currently use,” said Wollman.
They are at capacity there and are con-
sidering another addition in a few years.
It is not filled as much with inventory as
it is with machines. Beginning business
with just one roll former, they now have
two MRS Titan II roll formers, plus a
21' Thalmann double folder, a Bradbury
trim roll former, four standalone pneu-
matic shears for each panel profile, a
Forstner slitter for trim, a trim wrap-
per, plus Linde and Combilift forklifts,
a Peterbilt semi with Moffet piggyback
forklift, and four Chevy pickups with
trailers.

Unfortunately, Wollman’s father was
not able to see the company he helped
to start grow through the years, but son
Jacob has been there in his place. He was
looking for a change after serving 11
years as a schoolteacher in the commu-
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nity’s school and was voted to take the
management role of Rush River when the
business opened.

CHANGING COIL SUPPLIERS

A year into the business, Rush River
Steel decided to change coil suppliers,
choosing to work with Hixwood Metals
based in Wisconsin, a partnership that
continues today.

“Since we got to know Hixwood
Metals, we discovered how much we have
in common not only in our business but
also our values and beliefs,” Wollman
said, a reference to Hixwood’s Mennonite
connection. “We currently buy all of our
coil through Hixwood in full truckloads,
mostly coming out of Indiana. Paul and
Harvey Zimmerman have worked hard
for our business and are continuing to
have the best service and competitive
prices, and we highly value our friend-
ship with their whole team. You could
not find nicer people around and we look
forward to many more years of friend-
ship and business.”

Rush River also occasionally purchases
doors, windows, and vinyl slat panels
from Hixwood.

INSIDE THEIR OPERATION
Rush River Steel started by offering

WWW.CONSTRUCTIONMAGNET.COM
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The Bradbury trim roll former was one of several machines added as the business grew.

RUSH RIVER STEEL PHOTOS

two panel profiles, but now manufac-
tures five: Tuff-Rib, ApexX4, Summit,
PBR Panel, and Reverse PBR.

“Tuff-Rib Profile remains our pre-
miere panel,” Wollman said. “It’s about
70% of total panel sales. This will prob-
ably change though. Last year, June 2019,
we installed our second MRS Titan II
machine that is doing the ApexX4 and
Summit panels. We are continuing to

TEL: (509) 534-6600

expand in these two panels and have high
hopes for them. They are tailored more
for the residential market, the Summit is
also good for round roof barns.”

Steve Waldner, Sales Manager, sees
the residential segment—primarily resi-
dential reroofing and post-frame garages
and shops—as a booming industry for
steel roofs. “I believe homeowners are
growing increasingly frustrated with the

B fYin WWWASMT.COM

31


tel:15095346600
https://www.ascmt.com/

Industry Spotlight )

32

The company quickly outgrew its 12,000-square-fo

il

ot shop and built this 27,000-square-

foot shop in 2014. They are now outgrowing it. RUSH RIVER STEEL PHOTO

The Business of Roll Forming

Rollforming Magazine visited the
Rush River Steel shop in Henderson,
Minnesota, in mid-May for a tour.
Jacob Wollman shared some addi-
tional observations about the busi-
ness of roll forming.

A ROLL FORMER'’S LIFE

“Our community has a saying that
livestock is a ‘lebenigs ample, a job
that’s alive.” He explained: “When
you go down to the hog barn, where
you have livestock, it’s a job that’s
alive, you cannot skip it, it’s constant-
ly calling for you. You can’t just put
down your work and leave.”

The roll-forming business is simi-
lar, he noted, “with phone calls com-
ing in, customers at your door, con-
stantly advertising, it’s definitely a
responsibility that you’ve got to feed,
otherwise it will die. You gotta be here
on the phones, you have to get these
orders out, your customers are wait-
ing for you. Roll forming has been a
great, clean business for us, but like
everything, it requires long hours and
alot of hard work.”

ADVICE ON GROWING A
BUSINESS

“Buy fair, sell fair. Pay your bills.
Use or invest. Repeat. Everyone’s

happy!”

ON SHORP LIFE

In the shop, the metal fabrication
business is often dirty work; by con-
trast, roll forming is very clean.

“If you visit our shop, you will
immediately see the clean environ-
ment in our work area, and pleasant
workplace. This is due not only to a
responsible and caring team, but roll
forming is a clean environment in
comparison to a metal fab shop, where
you have grinders, welders, laser cut-
ters, and other things going on.”

ON MAINTENANCE

“Roll formers usually don’t break
down. They’re really not very high
maintenance if you know what you're
doing. If you make stupid mistakes,
(and they usually end up being stupid
ones), yeah, you can break machines,
you can crash dies [four layers of
steel feeding through the machine
at one time, damaging the chrome
finish].” Wollman encouraged busi-
ness owners to utilize their machine
manufacturer’s technical advisors to
the fullest. “They encourage us that
there’s no stupid question, just call.
Cameron Wollman is our roll-former
technician and he’s on the phone a lot
with them. He has no problems call-
ing, he’s become good friends with
them.”

asphalt roofs and are warming up to put-
ting steel on their roofs,” he said. “We
know the advantages of a steel roof and
we are working hard to get that aware-
ness out to our local municipalities by
teaching people that come through our
door or call.”

In addition to their five panel profiles,
Rush River manufactures trim in-house
using the 21' Thalmann double folder.

“We roll form five of our most popu-
lar trims using a Bradbury trim roll for-
mer,” according to Wollman. “We stock
30 different colors of fasteners in a dozen
different styles and lengths. We stock
a bunch of sliding door hardware and
aluminum soffit. “I tell people, we got
you covered on the outside,” he contin-
ued. “We only sell the steel and accessory
package for a building exterior and liner
panel if needed. We are dealers for over-
head doors, walk doors, and windows as
well, but when it comes to wood, we send
customers to their local lumberyard. We
only employ eight people; we don’t have
the man power to be a lumberyard and
a steel roll former as well. A lot of people
tell us we should offer the whole build-
ing package, but the lack of man power,
space to store the lumber, and the added
investment makes us reluctant to offer
lumber.” He added: “We are not a one-
stop shop box store, but a regional roll-
forming company that supplies qual-
ity products and service at fair prices.
Perhaps in the future we can look at
lumber, but right now it’s not on the near
horizon.”

Trim sales accounts for about 30% of
total sales, but Wollman noted panels are
always the bulk money makers. “While
you have an opportunity to make more
margins on trim, it always reflects the
smaller part of the order, because you
usually need a lot less trim than steel per
steel-order volume,” he said. “We make
thousands of different profiles of trim;
this is the beauty of a local regional roll
former. We communicate directly with
the people that are installing the prod-
uct. Most contractors have preferences
on what they want and every job includes
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The Tuff-Rib is the company’s most popular panel and accounts for
about 70% of sales. RUSH RIVER STEEL PHOTOS

purchase more over the long haul, Wollman doesn’t discount

the importance of the DIYers, who make up about 20% of sales.

“While some might do just a house, they have friends that need
one, too,” he noted.

e When asked for reasons behind the busi-

\ . ness’ success, Wollman said, “Success is

_very subjective. We feel good about

_ where we are, looking back. ... We

Il . work hard to have a good reputa-

_ tion with our customers, 95%

custom trim. Don’t get me wrong, we l . of our customers come back
have our standard trims, but if a s - " to us because we treat
customer wants it a little different, them the way we want to be
we will make it to their specification.” treated; Golden Rule. If a customer isn’t happy, we will stretch

ourselves to make it right.” RF

PRICING CHALLENGES

Located between Minneapolis and Mankato, Wollman said For more information visit www.rushriversteel.com
the business has not been swayed into working as wholesal-
ers despite encouragement to do so. “Right off the bat we had
a tough time selling wholesale. The [lumberyards] told us, we
want to make a certain cut, so you need to be at this price before
we start a conversation. In addition, we had to agree to forfeit
all business with contractor and retail sales immediately. We
could not afford to sell exclusively to wholesale, as contractors
were the bulk of our customers, so we respectfully declined. My

opinion is you have to become servants to wholesale because MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY
they call the shots. In this business, you cannot sell both whole- —BUILDING COMPONENTS
sale (lumberyards) and contractors because you are competing 715-644-07656 — Fax: 715-644-4931

with lumberyards,” he said. “We offer more competitive prices
to all wholesalers but not as competitive as they require. We
would love to sell to them, but our personal experience has been
that the market is too saturated and aggressive for them to work
with us. This is OK with us, because there is lots of work around
for everyone.” Rush River does offer discounts to its regular
customers. “Our biggest customers get wholesale. We also have
our regular contractor price, and then we have retail,” he said.

Rush River operates on the principle, however, that quality
should never be sacrificed for price and there is no need to focus
on outpricing your competitors.

“A lot of people don’t realize that it’s important to stay con-
sistent with our competitors’ prices. We are in for the long haul,
and our policy isn’t to price gouge our competitors. As fellow
roll formers, it’s in all of our best interest to protect our industry
with excellent products at fair prices and provide good service.
It’s everyone’s responsibility to uphold this for this industry. We
don’t always have the cheapest prices, but we try hard to sell fair
and provide excellent service and turnaround. This is what gets
customers to come back,” he explained. While contractors may

We manufacture seamless steel siding in multiple styles
D-4, DL4, D-5, DL5, Board & Batten, Single 6"and Single 8"
to compliment the siding on all residences.
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got news?

If you have news you think belongs in
Rollforming Magazine, feel free to
send us a press release (and high-
resolution image if applicable) for

consideration. This is a no-cost
editorial opportunity for all
roll-forming-related businesses.

Send us news of your:

e Milestone anniversary

e New product, material, or service

e New program for the advancement/
betterment of the trade

e Qutstanding achievement

e Business location change/expansion

e Accolades/awards

e Staff promotion/staff addition

e Public service work/engagement

e Trade association involvement

e Branding changes

e Sponsoring/exhibiting at a trade show

e Merger/acquisition

e (Case studies

e Joint projects with an industry partner

Got questions? Call 715-257-4197
or email sharon@shieldwallmedia.com
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s It Time for New Roll Tooling?

Weigh your options prior to replacement

ow do you know when it

is time to replace your roll

tooling? It’s a common ques-

tion posed by roll-former
operators. According to Ben Schmidt,
Industry Sales Manager for The Bradbury
Co., a close look at the end product helps
answer that question.

“Typically, the way we diagnose a tool-
ing issue is by looking at what we have
coming out the end of the roll former,
he said, placing his focus on the standard
26- to 29-gauge ag panel, 36" wide with
%" ribs.

Wavy overlap edge, a cross-bow effect,
wider panels, reduced panel features
(such as rounded versus sharp major and
minor ribs), and low post-cut quality are
all likely signs there are problems with
the tooling. There are times when those
degradations call for immediate tooling
replacement and other times when inter-
mediate action can extend the life of your
machine.

“There are basically two different types
of tooling wear,” he explained, “a cata-
strophic event ... and normal wear.”

With a catastrophic event, “something
bad happened; you can see it when it
happens.”

You can also see it in the form of paint
damage on the panel. It likely started as
a bad adjustment that caused the tools to
come together, steel on steel, resulting in
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When rolls are worn out, a catastrophic event is soon to follow, causing tools to run together and

double sheeting of material to occur.

pop marks in the paint and paint build-
up on the tooling.

Double sheeting is another visible sign
of a catastrophic event—when more than
one sheet of steel tries to go through
your machine at the same time. “When
your tools are designed for a maximum
of 26 gauge, 0.020 (20 thousandths of
an inch), and you send three .015 sheets
through, now you have 0.045" material
trying to run through a 0.020" gap. Worst
case, your machine stalls, best case [the
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New (above) versus worn (below) ag panel tooling. The worn panel does not lay flat.
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panel] gets through the mill but you end
up with some worn areas [on your tool-
ing] that will immediately wipe out your
bending radii,” Schmidt said.

When a catastrophic event occurs, it is
most likely that the tooling needs to be
replaced.

With normal wear, you should notice a
gradual decline in the bending radius of
your tools. “As you run steel, the bending
radii will become lessened, it becomes
loose, you can see it in the dies,” Schmidt
said. Technicians use radius gauges to
check for wear.

Normal wear can also affect the drive-
line and create what is called “chatter”
in the panel, which is a swirled effect.
Chatter can also be caused by chain slack.
“The bottom arbor on the roll former is
a fixed part—that’s generally what is
powered—and when you power the top,
normally with a spur gear, if your gears
become worn or your driveline becomes
worn you get slack,” he said.

The slack affects how material feeds
through the machine and affects your
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machine dies.

“What you will see in the panel when you have chatter, when
you look down your minor rib, you’ll see swirl marks going
down through it.”

Schmidt noted that the only way to get rid of chatter is to
recut or replace the tooling.

Understanding and dealing with normal wear will help avoid
quality issues as your tooling ages. Common problems you may
detect include:

* Panel coverage running wide

+ Reduced panel features

+ Wavy edge on overlap

« Panel flatness control—crossbow affect
« Large bending radii

* Degraded quality on post-cut lines

In many cases, the problems are interrelated, such as the
case with your panel consistently running wide. A check of
your major and minor ribs may detect a reduction in sharpness.
Instead of creating sharp edges in the rib ridges, worn tooling

ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT
10550 TR. 262 Millershurg, OH. 44654

Phone (330) 674-4003 ® Fax (330) 674-4035
Email: acu-form@safecommail.com

Manufacturer of metal forming equipment,
for commercial and residential construction use,
using D2 tool steel as a standard for our tooling.

e Ag Panel e Perforators e Trim Machines

e Shears e Wrappers e Corners

e Slitters e Coil Upenders e Ridge Caps

e Hemmers e Roll & Tables e J-Channels

e Decoilers e Customer Profiles

Visit us @www.acuformequipment.com
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Chatter from spur gears or drive rolls

Normal wear and chain slack can both cause chatter and create swirl
marks in panel. Recutting or replacing the tooling is necessary.

Metal Roof Clips &
Accessories
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ollfformer  Englert  Zimmerman Quadra-Pro™

Use our Online 866-766-3254
CLIP FINDERat: WeGotClips.com
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is forcing the metal to spread out. “You’re not able to set those
bends as much and that extra steel has to go somewhere. That’s
what makes your panel wide,” Schmidt said.

“On the majors, instead of having a nice crisp rib, it starts to
round. On the minor ribs, worst case it will turn into a half-
moon instead of a crisp rib,” Schmidt goes on to explain. “This
results in a wider panel because a round bend doesn’t take as
much steel as a crisp bend.”

This can be detected visually, but sometimes it is your roofing
customer who will notice the problem when they walk across
the panel on a job site. “They’ll say it just doesn’t feel as strong.
That is because the bends are not set as crisply. The tighter the
bends in a panel, the stronger the panel,” Schmidt explained.

Also, as tooling, more specifically the bending radii, starts to
wear and loosen, it takes more pressure to create a %" rib. “As
you come down tighter you start to lose angles, and when you
lose angles, that’s where your flatness comes into play,” Schmidt
explained, adding: “Once you lose the adjustability you will lose
the flatness control on your panel.”

Overlap control determines how weathertight a panel will
be. If a panel has a wavy edge it will not
provide a tight lap. “To most folks in this
business, the lap is just about everything,”
Schmidt said. “If you don’t have a tight
lap, it’s not a weathertight lap.”

For installers, getting a tight lap is
challenging if the ribs are not consistent
on the panel currently being installed
as well as the panel on which it is being
overlapped.

Lastly, if you notice deterioration in
your post-cut it is most likely the tooling.
“The cut-off die is not very forgiving,”
Schmidt noted. “What’s going to give is the 29-gauge panel, not
the cutoff die set. This also applies if we’re running precut and
chopping down for 2' panels, you’ll still see some deprivation.”

SOLUTIONS OTHER THAN REPLACEMENT

The best-case scenario is that you can repair your existing
machine rather than replacing the tooling. The first repair solu-
tion involves calibration.

Calibration: “When you calibrate a machine, or gauge it,
you’ll be setting your vertical clearances, your horizontal clear-
ances, then you’ll want to set your pass-to-pass settings to make
sure it aligns throughout,” Schmidt instructed.

Vertical and Horizontal Tooling Clearances: The vertical
tooling clearance is the gap between the upper and lower rolls
at the farthest point on the inboard (drive side) and outboard
(operator side) of the tool for each pass and at points along the
flattest sections of the rolls where you have upper and lower
mating rolls. Tooling should be initially calibrated for the maxi-
mum material thickness for which the tooling was designed.
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A side note about steel

The type of steel used in the cre-
ation of your tooling is likely a com-
bination of steel based on hardness
for high-wear and low-wear areas.
The primary tool steels used include
4150 annealed steel for the main low-
wear areas, with harder D2 steel used
for the high-wear areas like minor rib
passes and form passes.

Overlap control determines how weathertight a panel will be. Loss of
crisp bends is a sign of tooling wear.

To calibrate the vertical tooling clearance, you will first iden-
tify the maximum designed material thickness, and then adjust
the upper arbor so that the maximum material feeler gauge goes
between the upper and lower rolls with a slight drag to it. Check
the inboard and outboard locations.

Pass-to-Pass Alignment: Roll tool-
ing that has been inspected and calibrat-
ed within each individual tooling pass
needs to be checked for alignment from
tooling pass to tooling pass. First, iden-
tify the common spacer/roll width sizes
beginning from the inboard side on a
series of concurrent passes of tooling.
Next, assure that the gap on the preci-
sion straight edge does not exceed 0.010
of an inch from pass to pass. Measure
with a feeler gauge for accuracy. Note
that minor rib passes typically require less gap.

As Schmidt noted, “Engineers design in a perfect world, so
you want to make sure the gaps are the same on each piece
of tooling.” Proper tooling assures your panel is not snaking
through the machine tight on one side and loose on another,
causing panel distortions.
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THAT DIDN'T WORK—NOW WHAT?

If calibration does not solve your quality issues, three options
are left: retracing or recutting the tooling, partial tooling
replacement, or complete replacement.

Recutting: When you have tools recut, all the tools and spac-
ers are removed from the machine, sent to the factory, and
stripped, retraced, re-profiled, re-chromed, inspected, and pro-
file tested. The result will be a like-new profile, with shrinkage
of the profile at about 0.070 of an inch.

The advantages to a recut include reduced cost—about
50% the investment of a new set—and reduced lead time of
about 50%.

Signs of post-cut damage

One of the disadvantages, however, is the uncertainty. “There
is a bit of a risk,” Schmidt said. “You don’t know for sure if those
rolls are going to clean up. If you take 0.070 of an inch off, but
the tooling is worn extremely, or there happens to be some
damage in there somewhere, that means we would have to take
more off than the 0.070 or replace the damaged tooling.”

Cutting down more than the 0.070 of an inch is a slippery
slope because it could affect your machine’s driveline. “Top
arbors are powered from lower arbors with spur gears,” Schmidt
said. “If the tooling outside diameters are decreased too much
the spur gears will bottom, which prevents the tooling from
achieving the proper material gap. To correct the problem addi-
tional is incurred due to replacing the top spur gears.”

Yet another disadvantage is restriction on modification once
a recut is made. “Your substrate changes, your market changes

... and that tooling is already designed, you don’t have the ability
to modify it very much,” he said.

Partial Tooling: Partial tooling replacement is a frequent
request by customers who have lost minor rib definition or want
to restore panel flatness by replacing their overform passes. It is
less expensive—about 25% the cost of a new set—with less lead
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time of 4-6 weeks.

Unfortunately, there is no guarantee that new tooling inter-
mixed with existing tooling will provide you with “like-new”
conditions. Again, you will have limited design changes and
working with someone other than the original equipment man-
ager (OEM) could complicate getting an accurate estimate.

Complete Tooling Replacement: In the case of a complete
replacement of the tooling, all tooling and spacers are replaced.
In the end, you will have new tooling and you will have the
design flexibility to incorporate changes when the market
changes. It is also less risky to source from a non-OEM vendor.

It does require a substantial capital investment, however, and
behooves the owner to take a close look at the entire mill system.
“If the tool set is worn out, the roll former is probably worn out
too,” Schmidt said. “The worst thing you can do is put a brand-
new set of tooling on a mill that needs help. Typically, when we
recommend a roll-former rebuild, we are going to address the
stand bearings, the adjustment assemblies, and the driveline.”

Here is a list of what you will want to do in preparation for
your new tooling:

* Replace roll former stand bearings

« Replace roll former adjustment assemblies

« Inspect sprockets, chain, spur gears, and drive rolls

« Inspect arbors for keyway wear

Continue to use preventative maintenance to ensure a long
life and product quality from your machine.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Roll formers are built to last many years, and unless you
experience a catastrophic event with an older machine, you
probably won’t see a sudden change in how it works or in the
quality of products it produces. “The challenge is, none of this
happens overnight,” Schmidt said. “As you run it, it’s difficult
to see. It’s like my house; I know my paint is fading, but it’s a
gradual decline.”

The solution is having a routine schedule of inspections and
maintenance. For roll formers, the name of the game is unifor-
mity, and it is best to keep an eye on the uniformity of your
quality to catch its decline first before your customer does. RF

Editor’s Note: This information
was provided by Ben Schmidt, The
Bradbury Group, in an education
session at the 2019 Construction
Rollforming Show (CRS). Watch
for future updates on education ses-
sions at the 2020 CRS in Cincinnati,
Ohio, Dec. 10-11, in Rollforming
Magazine. For more information
from the Bradbury Group visit www.
bradburygroup.com

Ben Schmidt
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Take Advantage of Tax Incentives
for Equipment Purchases

M By Chris Cox, JD

nvesting in new roll-forming equipment not only increas-
es production capabilities, it may also lower your tax
bill. The U.S. Tax Code provides a valuable incentive for
manufacturers to invest in new production equipment.
Specifically, Section 179(a) of the Tax Code allows businesses
to deduct up to $1,040,000 of the purchase price of equipment
that was (a)purchased and (b) placed into service in the appli-
cable tax year.
The following illustrative example shows just how valuable
Section 179 deductions may be to a manufacturer that purchas-
es equipment and places it into service in 2020:

SECTION 179 TAX SAVINGS CALCULATOR*
Roll Former Purchase Price: $500,000
Business Income Tax Rate:  21% (assumed)

Tax Deduction: $500,000
Tax Savings: $105,000
Net Equipment Price: $395,000*

Section 179 is a huge incentive for savvy business owners to
upgrade their production capabilities at a significant discount.
These purchases also stimulate economic development and
employment for U.S.- and foreign-based equipment manufac-
turers, thereby generating tax revenue for the U.S. government.

The Section 179 deduction is also available for equipment that
is leased or financed. Several equipment finance companies offer
Section 179 qualified financing options. Businesses who pur-
chase used equipment may also benefit from this tax incentive.

The $1,040,000 limit is tied to inflation and will likely
increase in subsequent years. There are limits to the amount
a business can deduct for equipment with a purchase price in
excess of $2,500,000.
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There are additional potential benefits and restrictions, and
businesses should consult their tax professionals on Section 179
as it applies to their specific circumstances. Businesses should
also contact equipment manufacturers to determine how
quickly the new equipment can be delivered. The government
provided the incentive—it’s up to manufacturers to take action
to claim it.

Chris Cox, JD, is Southeast Sales Manager for ASC Machine
Tools, Inc. He can be contacted at ccox@ascmt.com

*This example is provided for illustrative purposes only and should
not be considered as a guarantee, calculation, or projection of the actual
deduction a business can claim and/or receive. Furthermore, nothing con-
tained in this article shall be construed as legal advice or guidance. RF
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Easy installation with __

— Contractor friend|
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Is your applicator a 1 man operation?
Ours Is! Call for more details...
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Planet Saver Industries

THE MOST AFFORDABLE, ALL-IN-ONE
SOLUTION FOR IN-GROUND POST DECAY
AND UPLIFT RESTRAINT

Barry Hoffman
barry@planetsaverind.com

P (610) 377-3270 ¢ F (610) 377-9552
www.planetsaverind.com
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Understanding Superior Service | *

512-263-0954 - unitedsteelsupply.com

Standing Seam Metal
Roof Ventilation Systems
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“Call Today

(717) 572-0910

ﬁ?:w“\rfsmartbuild

systems

THE COMPLETE DESIGN SOFTWARE
FOR POST FRAME BUILDINGS!

SmartBuildSystems.com
303.579.6277

Radiant Floor Heat!

e Warm, Silent & Efficient
e Hot Water or Electric
¢ Tankless Hot Water
¢ Slabs

e Wood Floors

e Geothermal

¢ Wood Boilers

935 N. 275 W. Suite B * Angola, IN 46703

See us at www.indianawarmfloors.com
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GOT A POST SETTER?
WE DO

Fast, Easy and Precise
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Quality Garage Doors
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Lester Building Systems LLC
Announces Ownership Succession Plan

ester Building Systems LLC says it has completed

the first phase of its ownership succession plan. A

Management Buyout Group consisting of Mark

Billstrom (President), Melanie Hoof (Chief Financial
Officer), Ted Helmink (Vice President, Engineering Services),
and Tyler Bennett (Vice President, Manufacturing) have pur-
chased a minority interest in the business. Included as a part of
the transaction is an option to purchase the remaining inter-
est in the business at a future date. The group will join John
Hill, who previously owned 100% of the business, as the newly
formed ownership group. Hill will sell his remaining interest in
the business over the next few years as called for in a purchase
option agreement executed by the parties.

This plan is the culmination of a yearlong set of discus-
sions between the parties. It begins the process of successfully
transitioning the business to a fourth generation of ownership.
Lester was originally founded in 1947 by a group of local busi-
nessmen in Lester Prairie, Minnesota. It was purchased by Art
Schwichtenberg in 1954, who was running the business for the
group at the time. He owned the business until 1986 when he
retired. He sold the business to Butler Manufacturing Company,
who turned the successful regional business into a nationally
recognized leader in post-frame construction. Butler sold the
business in 2004 to a management group led by Hill. He and
his original ownership team owned and operated the business
for much of the intervening years, with Hill buying out the last
remaining original minority owner in 2018.

Hill made the following comment regarding the incoming
ownership group:

“As I begin to think about my own retirement, it is impor-
tant that I take the necessary actions to ensure the successful
transition of Lester to its next generation of ownership. Each
of the new minority owners has been active in the business for
several years, lives in a community close to where the company
operates, is relatively young, and is well-respected by employees
and customers alike. I have a high degree of confidence that this
move will position the company for further growth and pros-
perity for many years to come.”

New owner Mark Billstrom commented, “The previous three
generations of ownership have positioned Lester as a respected
national leader in the post-frame construction industry. We are
excited for this opportunity to continue the work of our pre-
decessors. Lester’s people and work culture are second to none.
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Their experience, abilities, and technical knowledge, along with
the strong reputation of the Lester brand, gives us confidence
that Lester will continue to grow in both traditional and non-
traditional post-frame markets.”

MILL STEEL CO. LAUNCHES FIRST
MOBILE APP FOR PAINTED COIL MARKET

Mill Steel Co. has launched its first mobile app for iOS.
Through the Mill Steel app, customers have access to the com-
pany’s complete line of prime, excess, and secondary painted
and acrylic inventories.

With real-time pricing and steel sales transactions, this easy-
to-use tool allows customers to reorder their products, view
order history, place an order for delivery or pickup, and bid on
coils from excess and secondary inventories.

The newly released app is available for iOS, with a wider
Android release to follow shortly.

“In an effort to maximize our service offerings to our con-
struction customers, our goal was to develop an easy-to-use
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Supplier News)

online app that would provide a full-
service, 24/7 online marketplace. We
are very excited to be a leader in our
industry offering a complete set of
mobile tools to the construction mar-
ket,” said Pam Heglund, President of
Mill Steel Co.

The Mill Steel app is available for
free download on the Apple App Store.
More information can be found by
visiting  www.millsteel.com/the-mill-
steel-app.

CLARIFICATION OF ASC
EWON REMOTE ACCESS
SUPPORT

The Spring issue of Rollforming
Magazine featured expanded support
services from ASC Machine Tools for
ASC machine owners. The company
has issued the following clarification of
those services:

“For ASC customers without EWON
Remote Access Support we are excited
to announce a new service option—
ASC EWON Expedite Service.

“This service will allow ASC’s engi-
neering and field service team to
access and troubleshoot your machine
remotely via direct connect or Wi-Fi
connection. The benefit will be reduced
downtime and efficient optimization of
your machine.

“Simply send a request via email or
call our Customer Service Team to learn
more.”

www.ascmt.com
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People In The News )

MCA NAMES JEFF HENRY AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Metal Construction Association (MCA) has named Jeff Henry, MBA CAE,
as its new Executive Director, effective June 1. He replaces Karl Hielscher, who has
retired.

In response to the MCA appointment, Henry said,
“my job is to empower them to develop programs
and services that advance the goals of the association
and that provide our membership with exceptional
professional development opportunities.”

MCA Executive Committee Chair Jim Bush noted
that, “Jeff’s past experience with our organization,
as well other industry trade associations, will be
valuable as we continue the renewed strategic direc-
tion of MCA. His leadership will assist in our ini-
tiatives of continued membership growth, technical
and code research, marketing, fiscal responsibility,
and industry outreach. I look forward to working e Henry
with Jeff and his team.”

Henry’s previous roles included Managing Director of the United States Bowling
Congress and President of the National Frame Building Association. He is also
currently Executive Director of the International Staple, Nail and Tool Association
and the Synthetic Roof Underlayment Institute.

For more information visit www.metalconstruction.org

EDCO PRODUCTS INC. NAMES
JOHN G. LEWIS AS PRESIDENT AND CEO

EDCO Products Inc. has named John G. Lewis as President and Chief Executive
Officer effective June 8.

Lewis brings more than 20 years of senior management experience to EDCO,
including finance, engineering, and manufacturing, most recently as Chief
Executive Officer of Trex Commercial Products Inc., a building products manu-
facturer. Previously, Lewis served as Chief Financial Officer for HelpSystems LLC.
In addition, Lewis currently serves as an independent director of several manufac-
turing and technology businesses.

Nancy M. Dahl has served as EDCO’s Interim President and CEO since
January of 2020. She will transition back to the board of directors where she will
serve as Chairman of the Board, replacing the retiring longtime board member
Steve Broz.

EDCO designs and manufactures a full-line of siding, roofing, soffit, and rain-
ware products.

For more information visit www.edcoproducts.com

SHEET METAL SUPPLY HIRES
REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

Sheet Metal Supply hired Joe Wanner as a
Regional Sales Manager to promote the company’s
growing capabilities in the Chicago area. Wanner
has a B.S. in Industrial Engineering, an MBA in
Business Ownership, and 20 years of residential
and commercial construction experience.

Sheet Metal Supply Ltd. is a leading fabricator/
supplier of custom-formed perimeter edge metal {ﬂ@."f
products and processed coil and flat stock.

Joe Wanner
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PAVING THE WAY

Garage, Carport & Shed Builder Magazine

is the new industry resource for ideas, information and best practices for
the manufacturers and contractors who build Garages, Carports and Sheds.

This is the only industry publication focused exclusively on this

unique segment of residential construction.
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New Products )

PROTECTING THE EXTERIOR HEALTH
OF COMMERCIAL FACILITIES

Garland, a manufacturer of high-performance roofing and
waterproofing systems, looked beyond its traditional offerings
amid the global health crisis to provide customers with new
and more powerful ways to clean and protect their facilities.

The Defense Force line ';
includes the flagship D7™,
an EPA-registered antimi-
crobial disinfectant that kills
bacteria, fungi, germs, and
viruses in minutes and has
demonstrated effectiveness
against viruses similar to the
coronavirus/COVID-19. It
is easily mixed and can be
applied to hard, non-porous
interior and exterior surfaces with standard sprayers.

Also in the line is Clear-Shield™, designed to protect a roof’s
existing surface. It can be sprayed or roller applied to gravel and
mineral-surfaced modified bitumen and single-ply roofs.

Clean-Shield™ rounds out the line and is formulated to safely
and effectively clean, brighten, and restore a variety of masonry
substrates.

www.garlandco.com

COOL DOWN WITH A HOT FAN JACKET

Keep cooler on hot job sites with the 18V LXT® Cordless
High Visibility Fan Jacket
from Makita. It utilizes
the same 18V lithium-
ion slide-style batter-
ies that work in your
power tools. Fan
units provide air cir-
culation inside the jacket for up to 11.25 hours of run time on
the high setting when using a 5.0Ah LXT battery (BL1850, sold
separately).

There are three airflow modes so you can adjust it to your
work conditions. The additional turbo mode provides opti-
mum air circulation and effective cooling.

Makita LXT Cordless High Visibility Fan Jackets are avail-
able in four colors in sizes ranging from S to 3XL.

www.makitatools.com

INNOVATIVE CRAWLER SKID-EXCAVATORS

Mecalac has updated its MCR Series of compact skid exca-
vators. Comprised of three models, the 6MCR, 8MCR, and
10MCR provide the swiftness of a skid steer with the 360-degree
rotation of an excavator for versatility and travel speeds two
times faster than other small excavators.

An extended range of movement increases flexibility and
reach while minimizing unnecessary movement, allowing

50

operators to do more from a single
position or within confined spaces.
The three-part arm can also be
tucked in, even with a full buck-
et, allowing for extra compact-
ness and mobility without
overbalancing the unit in
the front—resulting in a
true zero-turn radius. In
addition, the boom system gives the MCR unprecedented lift-
ing capacities.
www.mecalac.com

FOOT-OPERATED DOOR OPENERS

San Diego-based machine shop 5th Axis offers its all-new
StepHandle™ product, designed ju
so people can easily open doors
with their feet instead of their
hands.

As businesses around the world
begin to reopen in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
StepHandle provides a hands-free
option for workers and custom-
ers. Using the included hardware
and a drill, StepHandle is easy to
install in less than 90 seconds on
almost any type of latch-less door.

StepHandle’s gripper teeth and raised lip provide traction
without sticking in one’s shoe tread, and it is angled enough
to grab with your shoe, but not high enough to be a tripping
hazard. Currently offered in high-visibility red or natural silver
finish, the bright color is best for businesses with dim lighting,
while the silver finish remains neutral (more colors are coming
soon).

StepHandle is made in the U.S. from aircraft-grade alumi-
num also sourced in the U.S.

www.stephandle.com

MAGNETIC CLAMPS FOR WELDERS

Magnetic V-Pad Clamps are for welders who
are looking for a fast, low-profile, and versatile
holding solution for their work pieces.

The V-Pads’s dual, pivoting, magnetic
heads can position and hold angles up to 180
degrees. Each V-Pad contains four power-
ful magnets—two on the back, and one on
each pivoting foot, giving the welder sev- (%
eral options for holding configurations. ;

V-Pads are available in two differ-
ent sizes and holding strengths and
come in sets of two.

www.magnetics.com
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From the publishers of Rural Builder, Metal
Roofing Magazine, Frame Building News and
Garage, Carport & Shed Builder.

The only publication specifically for roll
formers in the construction industry.

Fall 2020:

e Cover story: Single vs multiple-profile roll-formers
¢ Product Profiles: Roll-forming machines & brakes
¢ Roll-former Company Feature

¢ Bonus Distribution: METALCON

¢ Advertising Deadline: September 16, 2020
e |ssue Mailing Date: October
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SERVICE AND QUALITY
ARE THE KEYS

At United Steel Supply, we’re proud to be the country’s largest distributor of Galvalume® and
prepainted steel coils. We work hard to ensure that we have exactly what our customers need
— along with high-quality products, outstanding service and competitive pricing. It’s all part
of developing long-term partnerships through customer satisfaction, something we take very
seriously. So we're extremely honored to be a Gold Key recipient, because it's voted on by the
people who count most — our customers.

Thank you for this honor. We promise to continue to deliver exactly what you need, without
sacrificing quality or service. Because at United Steel Supply, your satisfaction is key.

unitedsteelsupply.com | 512-263-0954



https://unitedsteelsupply.com/
tel:5122630954
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