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Ask for it from your preferred steel panel supplier
www.dripstop.com or call us at: 1-(937) 660-6646

Fight Condensation Without Insulation

A Necessity for Any Metal Roofed Building That is Not Climate Controlled.

Increase Profits Not Labor Costs

• Post Frame/agricultural buildings

• Steel buildings

• Self-storage

• Workshops/unattached garages

• Open-walled structures

• Carports, truck ports & RV storage

Better Science Equals Drier Buildings
When condensation occurs, moisture gets stored in the specially 

designed pockets of the DripStop membrane.

• Helps fight corrosion in livestock confinement

• Arrives on-site already on roof panels

• Cuts construction time in half

• Saves money
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I
n this issue, we are laying out plans for the 
2020 Construction Rollforming Show (CRS), 
set for this December 10-11 in Cincinnati. 
Registration is now open and the Hilton Hotel 

has offered very generous rates to CRS visitors. 
Hurry to claim the limited number of rooms available at the $119 
per night rate. Details inside.

Many trade shows have been cancelled or postponed, so if you 
are experiencing show withdrawal, check out our Virtual Trade 
Show in this issue. Find even more exhibitors online at https://
www.constructionmagnet.com/2020-virtual_ts-home-page. It is 
truly worth the visit!

Despite event postponements and cancellations, I have made 
a couple of site visits to roll-forming shops here in the Midwest 
in recent months. One of my visits was to the small community 
of Floyd, Iowa, home of Riverside Metal Roofing LLC. I was late 
on arrival, so the plant was ending its workday, but I was given a 
tour by co-owner Alvin Brubaker. I always try to find something 
unique about a business, and in this case I was struck at how 
well they were able to design and put into production their own 
ancillary roll-former machines (tippers, recoilers, shrink wrap-
pers, etc.) thanks to the engineering mind of the founder and co-
owner Reuben Nolt. Not every shop has a Reuben Nolt but I think 
you will enjoy his expertise, which is shared in the photo feature 
of his machines in this issue. 

You can expect to learn more about Riverside Metal Roofing in 
one of our other magazines at a later date, when we share infor-
mation about the other half of their business: truss building and 
mini-building construction. 

Another unique privilege this past summer was visiting a brand-
new shop just starting into business. Several members of the Shield 
Wall Media team visited the shop in Little Suamico, Wisconsin, 
just a day after the shop’s machines arrived fresh from various 
factories, and training was underway. Owner Nathan Yoder of 
Your Quality Metal has been gracious enough to allow us to follow 
along on his journey as he and family members venture into the 
roll-forming world after a career in construction and dairy farm-
ing. We are introducing Yoder and Your Quality Metal in this issue.

If you are planning to add a roll former to your own inventory, 
an article on the pros and cons of single versus dual versus mul-
tiple profile machines provides some answers from the experts.

And, if you have a multiple profile machine or are considering 
one, you’ll find of interest Samco founder Joe Repov’s article on 
how roll-tooling changeovers are becoming faster than ever.  

As 2020 moves into Q4, stay safe!

Going Places
■ By Sharon Thatcher

got news?
If you have news you think belongs in

Rollforming Magazine, feel free to 
send us a press release (and high-
resolution image if applicable) for 
consideration. This is a no-cost 

editorial opportunity for all 
roll-forming-related businesses.

Send us news of your:
 Milestone anniversary
 New product, material, or service
 New program for the advancement/

   betterment of the trade
 Outstanding achievement
 Business location change/expansion
 Accolades/awards
 Staff promotion/staff addition
 Public service work/engagement
 Trade association involvement
 Branding changes
 Sponsoring/exhibiting at a trade show
 Merger/acquisition
 Case studies
 Joint projects with an industry partner

Got questions? Call 715-257-4197
or email sharon@shieldwallmedia.com 

Editor’s Note )Editor’s Note ))
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Dan Mast, an employee of Acu-Form 
Equipment, cleans one of the new 
machines that made the trip from the 
manufacturing plant in Ohio to its new 
home at a roll-forming shop in Wisconsin. 
Owner Nathan Yoder, Your Quality Metal, 
started in business in late July after a 
career of milking cows and construction. 
More about Yoder’s introduction to roll 
forming begins on page 32.
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Industry News )Industry News ))

METALCON, IRE Announce Event 
Reschedulings, Cancellations

C
OVID-19 dealt two more blows to the trade show 
calendar as both METALCON and the International 
Roofing Expo (IRE) announced show reschedulings. 

METALCON essentially cancelled its October 
2020 event set for Las Vegas, announcing that it had rescheduled 
to the usual time set for Oct. 6-8, 2021, in Tampa, Florida.

For attendees and exhibitors who had already registered for 
the 2020 event—planned to celebrate the 30th anniversary—
registrations will automatically be applied to METALCON 
2021. For those unable to commit to the rollover, you are asked 
to contact the METALCON team at info@metalcon.com.  

The IRE, meanwhile has been moved two months, from Feb. 
2021 to April 14-16, 2021. Like METALCON, it had been sched-
uled to be held in Las Vegas. It will remain there, hosted by the 
Mandalay Bay Convention Center.

Exhibiting companies for IRE are not required to take any 
action with the new dates, as everything will automatically 
transfer to April.

NEW METALCON PLANS
In place of the 2020 event, three new initiatives are being 

launched:
1. METALCON Safety Certificate Program for both supervi-

sors and foremen in the metal construction industry, leading to 
an annual credential. 

 2. METALCON Business Development Program, featuring 
education and training in all aspects of business, from technical 
to business to sales, via a series of virtual seminars leading to a 
certificate awarded at METALCON 2021. 

3. METALCON Live! New “Industry Briefs” featuring indus-
try leaders who will provide up-to-date information on what is 
happening in today’s marketplace. 

NEW IRE PLANS
The team at the International Roofing Expo said their plans 

were set early after ongoing discussions with key stakeholders, 
and with full support from the NRCA and the International 
Roofing Expo team.  

“We understand how important the International Roofing 
Expo is to the industry and the need to stay informed and con-
nected,” said Ray Giovine, Group Director for Informa Markets 
and the International Roofing Expo. “There is a lot of effort that 
goes into preparation of events, so we wanted to provide our 
exhibitors, speakers, attendees, and partners with ample notice 
to adjust plans.”

The IRE will adapt Informa AllSecure at the April 2021 event 
to ensure safety, hygiene, cleanliness, and quality standards are 
met for operating events.

See the Calendar on page 19 for information on other indus-
try events.

RICOWI FOUNDATION OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED 
AS 501(C)(3) NONPROFIT

The RICOWI Foundation, Inc. has been officially recognized 
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. 

The mission of the RICOWI Foundation, Inc. is to enhance 
and promote research related to the performance of roofing 
products and systems. It was developed to help support the 
activities of the RICOWI organization, which conducts spe-
cial research projects and investigates natural disaster events 
in order to develop codes, performance standards, and best 
practices for the roofing industry.

The Foundation is actively seeking donations to fund the 
initial establishment of the Foundation. Additionally, calls for 
new research projects will be made as the funding is established. 
Contact the Foundation’s Executive Director Joan Cook at 
foundation@ricowi.com or by phone at 330.671.4569 for more 
information or to make a tax-deductible donation. 

A scene from the 2019 METALCON trade show.
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Revolutionary Slit-Frei 2-way post cut slitter. Widen the bottleneck in your trim operation!
Servo drive technology; highest precision and speed at minimum noise level!

Servo drive ballscrew gripper backgauge.

Hardened tooling on clamping and bending beams.
Massive 28'' jaw opening for ease of access.

Variobend USA
Double Folder

The next generation in coil processing.

Slinet

Up to 8 fully auto-adjusting slitting knives.
4 roll automatic straightener unit.
Modular coil storage system. Customize to your needs.
Optimizer software that organizes your jobs for max efficiency.

420 Progress Dr Mattoon, IL 61938
Toll Free: (877) 289-3030

Info@HersheysMM.com

Speed. Service. Don't just bend trim- Variobend it! Call today!

Sheet Metal Folding Machines
Automated Slitting Lines
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MCA RELEASES THREE NEW WHITE PAPERS
The Metal Construction Association (MCA) has published 

three technical resources on its website, metalconstruction.org. 
The three white papers, two new and one updated, each cover 
important design and safety aspects of metal construction: 
metal roofing, metal walls, and metal fasteners. The three new 
resources (available for free download) are:

• Best Practices: Metal Building Sealant Types and Application 
Guidelines 
This new paper provides information about the most com-
mon sealant types used in metal roofing and the important 
best practice guidelines for each. The benefits and limitations 
of each sealant is discussed, so building professionals can 
make informed decisions and recommendations regarding 
the correct product for a specific application. 
• Is My Exterior Wall Material Truly Noncombustible?
This new paper clarifies safety standards in the International 
Building Code (IBC) regarding metal walls and ASTM E136, 
the test for material combustibility. The paper discusses top-
ics such as what products or materials will burn, what criteria 
causes a product or its assembly to be deemed “non-combus-
tible,” and cladding flame spread performance. 
• Fastener Compatibility with Profiled Metal Roof and Wall 
Panels
This updated paper discusses the differences between pri-
mary and secondary fasteners and the importance of fasten-
ers in securing the components to a structure. Also included 
is a Recommended Fastener Guide to clarify the selection of 
fasteners used with metal roofing and wall panels. Fastener 
durability, compatibility, and load resistance is also explored.

These white papers are free for download on the MCA website 
(metalconstruction.org) in the resources section.

METAL ROOFING ALLIANCE LAUNCHES 
MEASUREMENT & DESIGN TOOL FOR METAL 
ROOFING INDUSTRY 

The Metal Roofing Alliance (MRA) has launched its new Metal 
Roofing Measurement & Design Tool, integrating Renoworks 
FastTrack technology. The new online tool is designed to make 
it easier to measure, estimate, and design a metal roof project 
remotely. This is intended to help contractors produce faster esti-
mates and enable homeowners to make better-educated decisions 
about installing metal roofing on their homes.

Simply by entering a property address, the new solution 
leverages Renoworks FastTrack’s feature set and technology to 
transform pre-existing aerial measurement data and street-view 
images into interactive 3D models and realistic visualizations of 
the home. The resulting interactive project can then be designed 
with thousands of combinations of metal roofing products and 
colors, with all of the roof measurements needed to prepare an 
initial project estimate.

Roofers and homeowners can find the MRA’s Metal Roofing 
Measurement & Design Tool at https://mra.renoworks.com.

SCOTT KRINER HONORED WITH 
MARTY HASTINGS AWARD

 The Cool Roof Rating Council (CRRC) presented its 2020 
Marty Hastings Award to Scott Kriner this past summer.

The award recognizes significant contributions to the metal 
construction industry and the CRRC, and includes a donation 
made in the recipient’s name to a charitable organization of his/
her choice as well as complimentary Membership Meeting reg-
istration and travel costs. 

The award was created in 2011 to commemorate Marty 
Hastings, a longtime board member, treasurer, and technical 
committee member of the CRRC. 

Kriner is a long-serving member of the CRRC Technical 
Committee and a valuable contributor and technical resource to 
the CRRC for over 20 years. During his tenure, he has served 
as the Chair of the CRRC Technical Committee and as a CRRC 
Ex-Officio Board Member. His was instrumental in the develop-
ment of the CRRC Product Rating Program and the creation of 
the CRRC Color Family Program. Kriner is also an active MCA 
member and previously served as MCA’s technical director. 

Kriner selected the Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation as the recipient of the charitable donation made by 
the CRRC in his name. 

Kriner was presented the award at the Metal Construction 
Association’s Virtual Summer Meeting. 

SAFETY HARNESS FOR WOMEN BEING TESTED
Autodesk and Associated General Contractors have teamed 

up with a construction company to test safety harnesses 
designed for women. 

Twenty-seven McCarthy Building Co. women employees are 
testing the harness at job sites in Dallas, Houston, and Atlanta. 

The pilot is part of a grant program introduced in November 
2019 that provides successful applicants with funding to pur-
chase safety harnesses designed to fit women’s bodies. The com-
pany was one of 21 to receive the grants. McCarthy announced 
the rollout during National Construction Safety Week on Sept. 
14-18.

The harnesses, from MSA Safety Co., are a V-fit, in contrast 
to an H-style. Instead of a strap that runs across the chest, the 
harnesses buckle at the center of the chest, where the shoulder 
straps meet in a V. 

While the harness isn’t designed exclusively for women, MSA 
Safety did conduct a separate, women-specific sizing and com-
fort study.

The immediate goal of the grant program is to provide con-
struction-sector women properly fitted fall protection equip-
ment, but a long-term aim is to draw more women into the 
industry. RF
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In Focus )In Focus ))

One of the first considerations when buying a stationary 
panel roll former is whether to buy a single, dual, or 
multiple profile machine. 

 
WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS? 

Single profile roll formers have only one set of stands, shafts, 
and roller die tooling and are a good choice if you want to roll 
form one particular profile. Depending on the profile, you 
are able to choose between pre- or post-cut lines. Entry-level 
machines come with a less expensive price tag and produce at 
speeds of approximately 100-150 FPM. Companies with high 
volume demands typically use single profile machines with fly-
ing cut-off systems reaching speeds of up to 400 FPM. 

 
Benefits: Affordable, good entry-level machines are avail-

able for startups that don’t need optimum speed, while high-
er-priced lines in the same category offer excellent production 
speeds for high-volume companies.

Disadvantages: Capable of processing only one panel profile. 
 
Dual profile machines are often referred to as dual-height or 

double-deck machines because there is a lower set of stands and 
tooling for one profile, and a higher set of stands and tooling for 
the second profile. Both levels sit on a common base. Material 
feeds in and exits from either the higher or lower level. If f loor 
space is limited, adding a second deck to your existing roll for-
mer is a good option. Running two profiles on only one machine 
will also save on manpower and the additional cost for a second 
set of ancillary items (electrical setups, controllers, uncoilers, 
shears, etc.) needed for a new line. While a space-saver, you can 
only operate on one level at a time. The following are the most 
common profiles on dual profile panel lines:

• “Ag” Panels
• R/PBR Panels 
• U/PBU Panels

Benefits: Provides owner the ability to offer two styles of 
panel; savings in floor space, manpower, and ancillary items.  

Disadvantages: Only one profile can run at any given time. 

Multiple profile machines, also called subplated or rafted 
machines, produce on a single level and are on the higher end 
cost-wise. These lines are typically used by larger manufactur-

Single, Dual, and Multiple Profile Panel

Roll-Forming Lines
Things to consider when making your buying decision

■ Compiled By Sharon Thatcher

This photo shows the standard configuration of a dual profile machine, 
with upper and lower stands. A single profile needs only one level of 
stands. ASC MACHINE TOOLS PHOTO
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In Focus )In Focus ))

ers that have a demand for many differ-
ent profiles. This demand does not exist 
in all markets, but there are exceptions. 
Each profile has its own set of stands 
and tooling mounted to interchange-
able “subplates” (also called rafters or 
cartridges). Changeovers are relatively 
quick, but access to an overhead crane 
or forklift is needed to switch the sub-
plates/rafters/cartridges.  

 
Benefits: Ability to serve an unlimited 

number of panel profile demands, elim-
inating the need for multiple machines. 

Disadvantages: Typically more costly 
than a single or dual profile. Overhead 
rigging (forklift or crane) needed for 
changeovers. 

 WHAT IS YOUR EXISTING 
AND POTENTIAL MARKET? 

Experts universally agree that a 
potential buyer should know their mar-
ket before buying any machine. The 
typical market for regional roll formers 
today calls for either an ag panel or an 
R/PBR panel, but maybe both, neither, 
or more. 

How do you find out? Ask the roofers 
and/or lumberyards you plan to manu-
facture for. There’s a strong demand for 
regional panel favorites—in both style 
and gauge—which can change, but they 
don’t usually vary often or dramatical-
ly. Roofers tend to stay with the panel 
they are most familiar with and com-
fortable using. That can be dictated by 
whether their market is primarily resi-
dential, commercial, agricultural, or a 
combination. 

This subplated machine shows the typical 
configuration of a multiple profile machine. 
ASC MACHINE TOOLS PHOTO
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Manufacturers’ Options, Opinions, and Advice!

We asked representatives from five major stationary 
panel roll-former manufacturers for their insights 
into what should go into making the decision 

between single, dual, and multiple profile machines. They also 
provided information on the machines they offer. 

 
ASC MACHINE TOOLS INC.

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON

ASC Machine Tools (www.ascmt.com) offers all three pro-
file machine options, referring to them as single height (one 
profile), dual height (two profiles), and subplated (multiple 
profiles). 

According to Thomas Schwarzer, Regional Sales Manager 
Northeast U.S. and Canada, smaller startups go with the com-
pany’s single height panel former, while “larger companies with 

higher demands, that are also looking into adding more profiles 
in the future, invest more money and normally go with a dual 
height or subplated machine,” he said. 

Their multiple profile, or subplated, lines in the Select 
Series™ or Classic Series™ are mainly designed for companies 
with larger, high-volume production needs.

ASC’s single profile machines are already prepared at the fac-
tory to accept a second set of stands and tooling at a later date, 
which makes a conversion to a dual profile machine easier. It is 
still important to discuss your future plans for a second profile 
during the initial purchase so that any remaining prep work can 
be done cost-effectively when the line is first manufactured.  

“The roll-former base, where all the roll-former stands, shafts, 
and tooling are mounted to, is already prepared. All the holes 
are predrilled, which makes an install of a second set of taller 
stands easier in the field,” Schwarzer said, further explaining: 
“A two-profile machine basically means you have a set of short-
er and a set of taller stands. If you just want the one profile, you 
have an empty spot where the second stand could go.” 

Schwarzer noted that one of the major considerations for a 
dual height machine is the number of passes or stations need-
ed for each individual profile. “Not all profiles take the same 
amount of roll-forming passes or stations,” he said.  

“Typically, when you have a dual height machine, the number 
of stands should be comparable,” he said. “The ag and the R/
PBR panel, for instance, have the same number of stands; it can 
be 14 or 16. But a corrugated panel or certain architectural pan-
els, they have 20 or more passes.”  

Some variation in the number of stands is acceptable, though. 
“They normally should be pretty close,” Schwarzer said; “14 and 
16 is fine, 14 and 18 is fine, 16 and 20 is fine. But if you get to, 
for example, 14 and 20, then it could be more challenging and 
will probably add cost. The tooling for the less-pass profile will 
have to be spaced out so both panels make it to the exit end. 
Depending on the profile, you might have to add more stands 
and tooling than originally needed. It really depends on the two 
profiles you want to run and if it’s a pre-cut or post-cut line.” 

Another consideration is the profile shape itself. Certain pro-
files can only be produced on pre-cut machines and others pref-
erably should run on post-cut lines to eliminate flare. Contact 
your sales representative to check if your desired profiles can be 
combined on one machine or if you should consider investing 
in two separate lines.

ASC offers single and dual height options for each of their 
machines in an Alpha, Select, and Classic panel-forming series. 
The Alpha Series® is the least expensive, with Select Series the 
next step up in price, followed by the Classic Series. The Select 
Series and the Classic Series can both be initially set up as sub-
plated machines. 

For single and dual height options, the Alpha Series is ASC’s most 
basic roll-forming unit, followed by its Select Series. The Classic Series 
is the subplated/rafted line. 
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ACU-FORM EQUIPMENT
MILLERSBURG, OHIO

Rather than offer a dual height machine, Acu-Form 
Equipment (www.acuformequipment.com), decided to go a dif-
ferent route by offering a panel that satisfies the needs of both 
ag and standing seam panel producers. Their Combo panel roll 
former produces an ag and standing seam crossbreed. It can be 
tooled for a different panel style, but many of their customers 
stay with the Combo. 

Wayne Troyer, Sales Manager, said the company made this 
change after making the crossbreed panel dies for a customer 
in Canada. 

“It almost looks like an ag panel but is really a standing seam 
version of it,” he said, adding that it satisfies a growing market 
for an affordable standing seam facsimile. He sees the demand 
for this variety only getting stronger. 

Before buying any profile, however, Troyer said he presses 
(especially startup owners) to make sure they know their 
market. “A lot of customers, especially new ones, they’ll say, 
well, we like this corner, and we like this panel, and this, and 
this, and I always tell them, OK, let’s stop, and check with 
your local contractors [to see] what they’re using. You want to 
match what they’re using because they’re going to be the ones 
buying from you.”

Acu-Form will manufacture a double decker machine for 
customers who order it, but it doesn’t happen often. 

“What we’ll do is say, before you order a double decker, let’s 
sit down and discuss the pros and cons. Call a couple people 
who have a double decker and see what their thoughts are before 
ordering one,” he said.

Troyer said owners of a dual height/dual profile roll former 
often face two particular dilemmas: 

“What we’re hearing a lot out there is, we put a double decker 
in, and now we offer next day or 2-day service, but then one of 
our better customers comes in and he wants a piece of metal 
because he messed it up or he didn’t order enough…you have to 
stop the one order to do the other,” he explained.

The other frequent scenario he said they’re hearing is, “we’re 
getting so crazy busy, if we had two different machines we could 
be running two different profiles at the same time.”

Other considerations for double profile machines that Troyer 
noted involve adjustment of dies and how the movement of one 
roller stand affects them all. “If you have multiple dies on one 
shaft and you want to adjust one or the other, it moves all of 
them,” he said. 

With single profile stands, he added, “now you can adjust 
whatever you want, however you want, and you don’t have to 
worry about the profile beside it being messed up.”

Space is often a concern for companies wanting to add profiles 
in a limited footprint, but Troyer said Acu-Form “got it down to 
the point where you can put [the machines] side by side, and it 
doesn’t take up as much room. If for some reason you do have to 
adjust one machine…you can pull that one machine and you’ve 
only got one machine down, you don’t have all three or four 
profiles down at the same time.”

THE BRADBURY GROUP
MOUNDRIDGE, KANSAS 

The Bradbury Group (www.bradburygroup.com) offers qual-
ity roll-forming equipment to manufacturers with different 
manufacturing needs and production levels. Machines can be 
designed for startup companies, midsize production compa-
nies, and some of the highest volume manufacturers that often 
need more throughput and automation. 

Acu-Form Equipment has found a favorable market for its single profile 
roll former that forms a combo panel, satisfying dual needs. 

Bradbury has five decades of experience to back up its first-in-class 
reputation. Shown are two of the company’s single and dual height 
options for panel roll forming. 
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Customers have multiple models to choose from: Single 
High, Double High®, Rafted®, Double Wide, and even Double-
High Double-Wide mills for a choice of four profiles at the push 
of a button. 

Pre-cut, post-cut, f lying shears, or stop to cut roll-forming 
lines are options from the Bradbury Group to fit all investment-
levels and production requirements. Bradbury Group lines can 
also incorporate notching, punching, in-line sealant, and swag-
ing in a complete “on-the-fly” system. 

The Double High roll former features upper and lower pass 
lines of tooling that can be individually fed to form different 
profiles by raising or lowering an entry conveyor. 

Bradbury Rafted roll formers have stands, shafts, and tooling 
mounted on removable subplates so that complete sets of tool-
ing can be easily exchanged. 

The flying BOSS™ Shear supplies accuracy of +/- 1/16" 
and throughput speeds up to 300 FPM to complement all of 
Bradbury’s high-performance panel lines. 

Stacking options can be fitted to these line configurations to 
end justify panels or pyramid stack if required.

All Bradbury Group machines come with Beck Automation 
Controls from Beck Automation, also a Bradbury Group 

company. Beck Automation offers software packages that 
can connect the office to the shop to manage orders and pro-
duction. Dashboards and KPI screens can be displayed for 
management and operators to view real-time performance 
and production trends.  

If you are a newcomer looking to buy your first new 
machine, Josh Beck, Technical Sales Leader for Hayes US/
Bradbury Trim Shop suggests that if you plan to offer more 
than one panel profile and the panels do not run from the 
same coil width, make sure you have the ability to run wider 
coil width on both levels.  This can cut down on the necessary 
coil inventory by giving you the ability to stock one width coil 
for slow moving colors or to substitute a coil in a pinch to fill 
an order. Other questions the manufacturer should be willing 
and able to answer: “What happens when I need service?,” “Do 
you offer service contracts?,” and “What is your turnaround 
on spare parts?”

Beck also offered that shop owners looking to add a second 
machine may want to look at the efficiencies of the line and the 
operations altogether. “It’s amazing what you can learn by col-
lecting data from the line and seeing firsthand where the bottle-
necks are in the manufacturing process. Sometimes a simple 
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change in coil staging, coil handling, or how you clear the fin-
ished packs can increase production of a roll-forming line with-
out spending the dollars needed for an entire new line or adding 
a shift.” 

Beck also emphasized the importance of knowing your mar-
ket before making any decision. There is no one good answer 
for every potential buyer. “It can only be answered on a case-
by-case basis through conversation. It all depends on where in 
the country this company is, do they target more residential 
or commercial, are there circumstances that demand heavier 
gauges, and what advantage can I offer over my competition?” 
he said. 

METAL ROLLFORMING SYSTEMS
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON

Metal Rollforming Systems (MRS) (www.mrsrollform.com) 
offers three series of panel lines: the Titan, Signature, and 
Patriot. The Titan and Signature can be bought as either a single 
profile or dual profile line. 

All single profile MRS machines can be modified in the field, 
as needed, to add a second profile after the purchase. 

The number after the series name indicates the number of 
profiles: the Titan I and Signature I are both single profile; the 

Titan II and Signature II are both double profile. 
Bill Griffin, an owner and partner at MRS, said adding a sec-

ond deck for a dual-height machine is around 50% of the initial 
machine cost, making it more cost-affective than the purchase 
of two separate machines. 

The Patriot is a multiple profile machine and is available with 
one or multiple “rafts” or “cartridges,” which can be switched 
out by the operator as needed. The cartridges “can be swapped 
onto the subframe in a matter of minutes,” Griffin noted. 

It does take longer to change over than the double deck 
lines, because the tooling on double decks is installed at all 
times and the infeed raised or lowered to feed the correct 
profile. “It takes 10 to 20 minutes to change a raft, and only 
30 seconds to change between profiles on a Signature II or 
Titan II,” Griffin explained. 

Just over half of the startup customers at MRS opt for a single 
profile machine, Griffin noted. “It keeps startup costs down and 
gives them the flexibility to feel out their market for the right 

The Titan and Signature lines from MRS (top) can be ordered as either 
single or dual profile. Also available is their Patriot series (bottom) for 
multiple profiles. 

Multiple Profile Trim Roll Formers 

While many shops may feel the demand doesn’t require 
the purchase of a multiple profile machine for panels, your 
market may justify a multiple profile roll former for trim. 
They enable manufacturers to produce trim much more 
efficiently than on folders and brakes. 

A general rule of thumb is that a manufacturer can pro-
duce nine pieces of trim on a roll former in the time that 
it takes to produce one piece of trim on a folder or brake. 

Chris Cox, JD, Southeast Sales Manager, ASC Machine 
Tools, Inc. advises that trim manufacturers who are con-
sidering a multiple profile trim roll former should ask 
two questions: 

• What standard trim profiles are produced in a high 
quantity; and 

• Which of those standard profiles take the most time to 
produce on a folder? 

Cox said: “Most multiple trim roll formers are hand fed, 
although some manufacturers choose to invest in a com-
plete line with uncoiler and shear. Multiple trim roll form-
ers can produce four or more profiles depending on the 
width of the trim blanks. Net throughput speed varies by 
manufacturer. Most multiple trim roll formers require just 
one operator, although hand-fed roll formers operated at 
higher throughput speeds may require one person to feed 
the roll former and one person to stack the formed profiles. 
Some of the most common profiles are ridge caps, corners, 
and J trim, although almost any trim profile can be pro-
duced efficiently on a roll former.”
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second profile. As new profile designs 
emerge and become more popular, the 
amount of people going with double 
decks continue to increase,” he said. 

When talking to potential buyers, 
Griffin said, “I always begin the con-
versation with what profile or profiles 
are you interested in, and what are your 
anticipated volumes? You’re going to 
want at minimum $250,000 in yearly 
sales for the second profile to justify the 
equipment and inventory costs. If you 
are utilizing your same inventory for 
both products, that number can drop to 
$100,000 in yearly sales.  

“If you decide to start with a single 
deck line, it is still very important to dis-
cuss with your sales engineer what pro-
file you may want to add later,” he con-
tinued. “In some cases, the frame may 
require lengthening or widening. It is 
much easier to do this during the initial 

manufacturing process than to try and 
do it afterward.” 

Knowing at what point to add a second 
profile can be tricky. Perhaps you don’t 
have the demand now, but by having it 
available you may be opening the door to 
more opportunity. Bottom line, it comes 
down to your market and your potential 
return on investment (ROI). 

“By adding another profile, you will 
exponentially increase your demand for it 
because you now are able to turn it around 
quicker than if you were to wholesale it,” 
Griffin said. “I would approach this as: 
What will it cost me to add inventory and 
equipment based on what my return will 
be? In most cases, the ROI should be in 
the two to five year range.  

“The buyer also needs to take into 
consideration that by having additional 
product offerings, they can appeal to and 
service a larger market base—typically 

this would increase sales of their existing 
product lines as well, sometimes in the 
10% to 30% range.” 

An important consideration in pur-
chasing a dual level/double profile 
machine is the increasing variety of pan-
els being offered and a thirst for variety 
by consumers. Styles that can utilize 
existing coil inventory are an obvious 
plus. “We’re seeing a big movement 
toward panels designed to mimic the 
snap lock look,” Griffin said. “It seems to 
be a more aesthetically-pleasing choice to 
homeowners, but the installed costs for 
a true snap lock are significantly more 
than a through-fastened panel. Because 
of this we have pioneered new profiles 
that mimic the narrow rib, wide pan 
look but stack, ship, and install just like 
an ag panel. In most cases you can even 
use your existing coil inventory and trim 
profiles.” RF
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Before traveling, check websites 
for event updates.

OCTOBER 2020
October 1-2 – RESCHEDULED TO 
Sept. 29-30, 2021, Shed Builder Expo, 
DeVos Place Convention Center, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; 
www.shedbuilderexpo.com

October 13-15 – RESCHEDULED
as a VIRTUAL EVENT, Remodeling 
Show, Nov. 16-18, 2020; 
www.remodelingshow.com

October 13-16 – REFORMATTED to a 
VIRTUAL EVENT, ENR Futuretech, 
www.enr.com/future-tech

October 21-23 – POSTPONED to 
Oct. 6-8, 2021, METALCON 30th 
Anniversary, Tampa, Florida; 
www.metalcon.com

NOVEMBER 2020
November 4-6, VIRTUAL EVENT, 
Adhesive & Sealant Council 
Convention and Expo, 
www.ascouncil.org

CANCELLED November 10-12,
MRCA Conference 2020, Overland 
Park Convention Center, Kansas City, 
Kansas; www.mrca.org

November 16-18, VIRTUAL 
EVENT, Remodeling Show, 
www.remodelingshow.com

DECEMBER 2020
December 10-11, 2nd Annual 
Construction Rollforming Show, Duke 
Energy Convention Center, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; www.constructionmagnet.com/
construction-rollforming-registration

FEBRUARY 2021
February 4-5, 1st Annual Garage, 
Carport & Shed Builder Show, Century 
Center, South Bend, Indiana; 
https://bit.ly/2zBcIRo
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A
n action taken by the White 
House in the aftermath of 
COVID-19 is the option to 
defer certain payroll taxes.  

Employees can defer paying their share 
of Social Security tax on applicable wages 
paid from Sept. 1, 2020, through Dec. 31, 
2020, in exchange for larger paychecks 
now. It would be deferred until Jan. 1, 
2021, through April 30, 2021. At payback, 
employees would have deferred taxes 
withheld along with their typical with-
holding, resulting in smaller paychecks 
at that time. Eligible is any employee 
whose gross earnings are $4,000 or less 
on a biweekly payroll or $4,333 on a semi-
monthly payroll.

When the deferral program was signed 
as a presidential memorandum on Aug. 
8 by President Trump, there remained 
many unanswered questions. Some of 
those have now been answered. Scott 
Hess, with CliftonLarsonAllen Wealth 
Advisors LLC, breaks down the primary 
considerations for employees prior to 
making any decision regarding deferral: 

“Deferral of the employee share of 
Social Security tax results in an increased 
amount of take-home pay. The deferral is 
not a suspension of the payroll tax, and an 
employee will have twice as much Social 
Security tax withheld for the period Jan. 
1, 2021, through April 30, 2021, (assuming 
that pay remains the same),” he noted.

Employers, too, need to carefully look 
at the pros and cons. 

“Other than the employee goodwill 
that is created by not withholding the 
employee Social Security tax, the notice 
provides many burdens and uncertain-
ties for the employer,” Hess said, adding 
that, “the deferral does not appear to be 
mandatory but the employer must bear 
the burden of administering the deferral, 

including increased fees from payroll pro-
cessing companies and increased risk of 
errors due to the deferral.

“The employer is responsible for with-
holding and depositing the additional 
withholding that occurs January 2021 
through April 2021.”

And if the employee leaves the compa-
ny? “If an employee leaves or is terminated 
and his final paycheck does not cover the 
remaining outstanding deferred payroll 
tax related to that employee, it appears the 
employer will have to make up the differ-
ence,” Hess said.

Hess believes the disadvantages or chal-
lenges to both employees and employers 
are significant. “The challenges include 
difficulties in administering the deferral, 
the greater financial burden that will be 
placed on employees next year, the short-
term nature of the deferral (i.e., a four-
month deferral), and the risk the employ-
er may not be able to recoup the deferred 
amount from those employees who quit or 
are terminated before the entire amount 
of deferred taxes is collected.

“If an employer does not opt into the 
deferral, it would be prudent for the 
employer to consider communicating 
with employees why the employer has 

Payroll Tax Deferral
Plan Clarifications

chosen not to defer (e.g., disruption of 
processes, risk of errors from changing 
procedures, or cost of modifying com-
puter programs for a temporary period),” 
Hess concluded.

Because additional clarifications for 
Payroll Tax Deferral may be forthcoming, 
consultation with a tax advisor is encour-
aged before making plans to participate. 

CONCERNS GROW OVER 
LUMBER PRICES, SUPPLY 
SHORTAGES 

NAHB (National Association of Home 
Builders) Senior Officers and senior staff 
held a 30-minute virtual meeting with 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross on 
Sept. 25 to discuss the growing impact 
that escalating lumber prices and sup-
ply shortages are having on the housing 
industry and economic recovery.

According to Random Lengths, lum-
ber prices have skyrocketed more than 
170% since mid-April, and the residen-
tial construction industry has absorbed 
the largest four-month increase in 
lumber prices since such data was first 
recorded in 1949.

NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz 
told Ross that this unprecedented lumber 
price spike has added more than $16,000 
to the price of a typical new single-family 
home and $6,000 to the price of an aver-
age new multifamily unit.

Rising lumber prices are clearly mak-
ing it much harder to build homes that 
are affordable to low- and moderate-
income families.

NAHB Third Vice Chairman Alicia 
Huey and Immediate Past Chairman Greg 
Ugalde told the secretary what the associ-
ation has heard from members about how 
the lumber crisis is hurting their busi-
nesses and impeding an even more robust 
housing upturn, according to NAHB.

Secretary Ross told NAHB leaders that 
lumber mills are concerned that the ongo-
ing housing upturn is temporary, and 
Dietz assured Ross that the solid housing 
market is sustainable.

NAHB stressed that between harvest-
ing and mill capacities, the fact that most 
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mills are running at two shifts rather than 
three is the greater problem. 

NAHB calculated the recent average 
home price increases based on the soft-
wood lumber that goes into the average 
new home, as captured in the Builder 
Practices Survey conducted by Home 
Innovation Research Labs. Included is 
any softwood used in structural framing 
(including beams, joists, headers, rafters, 
and trusses), sheathing, f looring and 
underlayment, interior wall and ceiling 
finishing, cabinets, doors, windows, roof-
ing, siding, soffit and fascia, and exterior 
features such as garages, porches, decks, 
railing, fences, and landscape walls.

The softwood products considered 
include lumber of various dimensions 
(including any that may be appearance 
grade or pressure-treated for outdoor 
use), plywood, OSB, particleboard, 
fiberboard, shakes, and shingles—in 
short, any of the products sold by U.S. 
sawmills and tracked on a weekly basis 
by Random Lengths.

CURRENT REPORT FINDS 
CONSTRUCTION WAGES 
ABOVE AVERAGE

On a national level, construction 
workers earn an average annual salary 
of $47,430—19% more than the median 
wage for all workers ($39,810) in the 

U.S. Researchers at the reporting firm 
Construction Coverage discovered these 
findings by analyzing data from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and factoring in 
cost of living to arrive at their conclusions. 
Their report was released in late August.

The construction industry gener-
ally compensates its workers well despite 
the fact that few have a postsecondary 
degree, Construction Coverage noted. 
For reference, all full-time workers in 
the U.S. with only a high school diploma 
earn about $38,800 annually, and those 
with less than a high school degree earn 
just under $31,000.

At the state level, the Midwest 
claimed the highest median wages for 
construction workers. After adjust-
ing for cost of living, Illinois ($71,111), 
Alaska ($61,107), Minnesota ($60,913), 
Missouri ($58,525), and North Dakota 
($57,936) are the Top 5 highest paying 
states for construction workers.

States in the Southern region, such as 
Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, Texas, and 
the Carolinas, all pay less than $45,000 
per year. 

For the study, metros were grouped 
into the following cohorts based on 
population: large metros: more than 
1,000,000 residents; midsize metros: 
350,000-999,999 residents; small metros: 
100,000-349,999 residents.

Following are the top wages for small 
metro areas, in order: 

Kankakee, IL $76,150 

Rockford, IL  $73,584

Carbondale-Marion, IL  $72,782

Wheeling, WV-OH  $67,612 

Champaign-Urbana, IL  $65,944 

Duluth, MN-WI  $65,212

Mount Vernon-Anacortes, WA        $64,532

Fond du Lac, WI  $63,513

Springfield, IL  $62,900

St. Cloud, MN  $62,860

Atlantic City-Hammonton, NJ        $62,423

El Centro, CA  $62,339

Eau Claire, WI  $61,264

Decatur, IL  $61,219

Weirton, WV-Steubenville, OH       $60,618

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
total construction spend in the U.S. hit 
$667.9 billion in the first half of 2020. 
While this represents a 5% increase year-
over-year, spending had declined by $86 
billion since the start of COVID-19. Also, 
nearly 444,000 construction workers lost 
their jobs in that time.

Despite the decline, construction 
activity has been able to ramp up in some 
parts of the country and employment 
numbers have gone up in the past three 
months prior to when the report was 
issued in late August. RF
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Registration Open for 2020 CRS, 
Your Safety Is Our Top Priority

Registration is now open for the 2020 Construction 
Rollforming Show! We hope to see you in Cincinnati 
this December 10 and 11.

In response to other shows cancelling in 2020, we thought it 

appropriate to stress the steps we are taking to ensure our exhibitors 

and attendees are safe in this interesting world.

Both the Netherland Plaza and the DECC have taken extraor-

dinary steps to guarantee the safety of guests. You can learn more 

details on page 31. I stayed at the Hilton a few weeks ago to prepare 

for the show and even the TV remote was sanitized and wrapped in 

plastic between stays.

So, what are we doing? What we’ve done so far:

• Cancel the Introduction to Rollforming intensive class to 

allow for social distancing.

• Move attendee registration to the common area outside the 

hall to facilitate social distancing while in line.

• Hand sanitizing stations will be placed throughout the hall 

and common area. 

• Personal-size hand sanitizer available.

• Allow a maximum of 20% of permitted capacity for Exhibit 

Hall A (should not inhibit attendee traffic).

• Operate banquet halls at 25% of traditional occupancy.

• Require masks in accordance with state regulations.

• Provide masks sufficient for each attendee and exhibitor to 

have a new, clean mask each day.

• Conduct voluntary temperature scans during exhibit hall 

hours. People scanned will receive a “Roofing Elements is 

COOL” hat commemorating the launch of our new addition, 

Roofing Elements Magazine.

We urge everyone to be safe. But, be at the Construction 

Rollforming Show. Visit https://bit.ly/CRShow2020 to register.

If you would like info on exhibiting, sponsoring masks and 

hand sanitizer, or anything else Construction Rollforming Show-

related, contact me at gary@shieldwallmedia.com or 715.252.6360.

Gary Reichert, Publisher
Shield Wall Media

ASC MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

TRIM ROLLFORMER DECKING LINESPANEL ROLLFORMER

PURLIN STACKERPURLIN LINES

CHANNEL ROLLFORMER

GARAGE DOOR LINES HEAVY GAUGE LINES

WWW.ASCMT.COM                        TEL: (509) 534-6600 

PREMIUM QUALITY ROLLFORMING MACHINERY
MADE IN USA            SINCE 1949
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7:00-8:45 Continental Breakfast - Sponsored OFF
8:00-9:00 Packaging, Shipping, and Delivering Products Paint Basics Roll Former Basics Buying vs. Leasing 

Equipment
9:00-10:00 Safety Training and Certification Coil Basics Software for Optimum 

Production
Buying a Business 
or Planning an Exit

10:00-11:00 Buying and Selling Coil Warranties on Coil 
and Coatings

Trailers and Towing for 
Portable Roll Formers

Supply Chain and 
Inventory Management

11:00-12:00 Catered Lunch OFF OFF OFF
1:00-2:00 NO CLASSES Keynote Address
2:00-3:00 Marketing and Advertising Coil on the 

Secondary Market
Other Production 
Machines: Slitters, 
Tippers, Decoilers

Social Media and Digital 
Marketing

OPEN

3:00-4:00 NO CLASSES Differences in Coil

4:00-5:00 Social Media and Digital Marketing Metal Types and Uses Reconditioned and 
Used Equipment

Basic Sales OPEN

5:00-6:30 Happy Hour - In Front of Exhibit Hall Entrance - Duke 
Energy Convention Center - Sponsored

7:00-11:00 Thursday Mixer - Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza

7:00-8:45 Continental Breakfast
8:00-9:00 Basic Sales Closures and Ventilation Material Handling 

Equipment and Loaders
Political Landscape 
and Business Climate

OPEN

9:00-10:00 NO CLASSES Solutions to 
Problems Cold 
Forming Metal

10:00-11:00 Buying and Selling Used and Reconditioned Equipment Moisture and 
Condensation Control

Benders and Brakes The Role of 
Associations 

OPEN

11:00-12:00 NO CLASSES Roll Former 
Maintenance

12:00-1:00 Human Resources, Recruiting, and Personnel Management NO CLASSES OPEN
1:30-3:00 Construction Rollforming Association Board Meeting

2020 Construction Rollforming Show
Preliminary Educational Schedule

THURSDAY DECEMBER 10, 2020 - EXHIBITOR SET UP. EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 12:00 TO 5:30

FRIDAY DECEMBER 11, 2020 - EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 9:00 TO 1:00

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS IS PRELIMINARY AND WE ARE OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS    
• All topics are tentative at this point.         
• All time slots are tentative.      
• If you have a suggestion for a topic or topics that you believe provides value or should be covered, 
 please contact Gary Reichert, gary@shieldwallmedia.com, 715.252.6360.    
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SCAN CODE TO REGISTER FOR THE 
2020 CONSTRUCTON ROLLFORMING SHOW
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AceClamp by PMC Industries, Inc.
87 Spring Lane
Plainville, CT 06062
860.351.0686
860.351.0689 (fax)
info@aceclamp.com
www.aceclamp.com
AceClamp® manufactures fast-installing, 
precision-engineered snow retention and solar 
mounting solutions that are compatible with 
almost any roof type. Eliminate the need for 
clumsy set screws while protecting your metal 
roof panel fi nish with our fully assembled, non-
penetrating “slide-pin” metal roofi ng clamp. 
Our roofi ng innovations include the world’s 
fi rst variable angle snow retention system, Vari-
able Angle Bracket (VAB™), as well as Snow 
Titan™, featuring a triangular rail and cantilever 
design. Snow Titan has the strongest hold-
ing power in our line. Recently released, 

AceClamp is setting the bar in solar racking 
with “Solar Snap™,” an adaptive solar racking 
system. Simplify inventory with AceClamp.

Acu-Form 
10550 Township Road 262
Millersburg, OH 44654
330.674.4003
330.674.4035 (fax)
acu-form@safecommail.com
www.acuformequipment.com
Acu-Form has been successfully designing 
and manufacturing roll-forming equipment 
that consistently provides quality products 
using D2 tool steel for forming dies, which 
provides longevity. Most parts are built in-
house, giving us superior quality control. 

ASC Machine Tools, Inc. 
900 North Fancher Road
Spokane, WA 99212
509.534.6600
509.536.7658 (fax)
salessupport@ascmt.com
www.ascmt.com
ASC has been serving the metal-forming 
and steel building industry since 1949. Visit 
us for solutions to all your metal-forming 
and coil-handling needs. With over 70 
years of industry experience and well over 
a thousand manufacturing lines in produc-
tion worldwide, ASC has a proven history of 
reliable metal-forming solutions designed to 
improve productivity and enhance profi t-
ability. Let ASC Shape Your Success with 
entry-level roll-forming equipment or the 
industry’s most innovative and fully auto-
mated production lines.

Exhibitor Profiles )Exhibitor Profiles ))

with Quality and Service

Making a

Since 1951, Plyco has stood by you and by 

complete line of building products that 

At Plyco, we have become 
the leader by delivering the 
quality products you and 
your customers have come to 
expect.
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Bradbury Group, The
1200 East Cole Street
P.O. Box 667
Moundridge, KS 67107
bradbury@bradburygroup.com
www.bradburygroup.com
The Bradbury Group of manufacturing 
companies is dedicated to producing 
high-quality, productivity-enhancing 
metal-processing equipment for customers 
around the world. The Bradbury Group 
product lines include a variety of roll 
formers designed for fast tooling and 
section changes, including panel, purlin, 
trim, steel framing and portable roll formers, 
roll-forming tools and dies, advanced 
hydraulic levelers with e-Drive™ technology, 

cut-to-length lines, high-speed presses and 
shears, hydraulic punch and cutoff systems, 
insulated panel and mineral wool systems, 
embossing and calendaring equipment, 
metal tile roofi ng systems, and automation 
controls. 

Direct Metals Inc.
1719 Baseline Court
Fort Myers, FL 33905
855.800.8878
info@directmetalsinc.com
www.directmetalsinc.com
Direct Metals Inc. was founded in 1972 by 
a team of experienced metal and fastener 
professionals. Product and application 
knowledge has allowed us to become 
one of the leading fastener and accessory 
master distributors in the U.S. We are proud 
to have over 1,300 distributors who are 
serviced through our warehousing locations 
strategically placed to offer fast service and 

low shipping costs on our quality products. 
Our product mix is comprised of tested 
materials that have proven themselves over 
time to stand up to harsh climates and 
return excellent value for your money. 

Dr!pStop/Filc USA
937.660.6646
info@dripstop.com
www.dripstop.com
For over 20 years, Dr!pStop has been the 
best way of dealing with condensation 
on non-insulated metal roofs in a simpler, 
more economical way. It has been tried 
and tested in every climate condition all 
across the globe. The membrane absorbs 
the water caused by condensation, thus 
preventing dripping from the roof. The 
material serves as an added layer of protec-
tion for the metal in corrosive environments 
while also improving acoustic properties 
inside the building. Steel Shield is designed 
to protect roofi ng panels against abrasion 
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caused by the expansion and contraction 
of the steel due to temperature changes. 
Ask for Dr!pStop and Steel Shield from your 
preferred panel provider.

Dynamic Fastener
9911 East 53rd Street
Raytown, MO 64133
800.821.5448
800.844.1199 (fax)
www.dynamicfastener.com
For over 40 years, Dynamic Fastener has 
served the needs of the roofi ng and sheet 
metal industry. We have seven locations 
throughout the U.S. to serve our customers’ 
needs. We offer in-house color-matched 
painting in four of our warehouses, with 
typical lead times of 1 to 2 days. Our 
warehouses are fully stocked with all of 
our product lines, from Dyna-Guard snow 
retention for metal roofi ng to power tools, 
fasteners, sealants, safety equipment, drill 

bits, rivets, and much more. The company’s 
free 140-page, full-color tool and fastener 
hand guide provides engineering data and 
detailed product offerings.

East Coast Fasteners  
P.O. Box 386
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
800.558.5895
800.257.5926 (fax)
www.plyco.com
East Coast Fasteners is committed to 
providing the highest quality products and 
service to the post-frame and commercial 
construction industries. The company 
offers a variety of fasteners to deliver the 
best product for each specifi c project. 
East Coast Fasteners produces durable, 
long-lasting fasteners for all combinations 
of building materials and is dedicated to 
producing long-life and fastest drilling prod-

ucts with the highest quality. For assistance 
in fi nding the best fasteners for your task, 
contact a Plyco/East Coast Fasteners build-
ing components professional today.

715-644-0765 — Fax: 715-644-4931

We manufacture the industry-leading Super-Rib 9” 
in 26, 28 & 29 gauge. Snap-Loc manufactured to your length  

in 24, 26 & 28 gauge. Available in 20 smooth colors and  
15 Premium Textured colors. (Total 35 colors in stock)

509.822.2123  www.mrsrollform.com

at 509.822.8123 or visit us online.

DECEMBER 10-11

Duke Energy Center
Cincinnati, Ohio

SCAN CODE TO
CHECK OUT THE

CURRENT FLOOR PLAN
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Flack Global Metals
425 West Lakeside Ave., Suite 200
Cleveland,OH 44113
216.456.0700
fl ackglobalmetals.com
questions@fl ackglobalmetals.com
Flack Global Metals is The Next Generation 
Service Center. Flack designs and fulfi lls 
supply chains for OEMs using fl at rolled 
steel, aluminum, and stainless. Flack Global 
Metals has forgone the traditional service-
center business model that is challenged to 
deliver profi tability due to signifi cant fi xed 
investments in equipment and capacity. Our 
nimble asset-light approach is rooted in 
market intelligence and global networks of 
vetted suppliers of material and processing. 
This fl exibility allows us to develop custom-
ized solutions designed around how and 
when our customers buy metals, and where 
the product is ultimately needed. 

Graber Post Buildings Inc.
7716 North 900 E
Montgomery, IN 47558
800.264.5013
812.636.4936 (fax)
info@graberpost.com
www.graberpost.com
At Graber Post Buildings, we stock over 
4,000 coils in order to accommodate the 
immediate demands of our customers. 
We have slitting capabilities and a “cut to 
length” service. Our coils are painted with 
AkzoNobel Ceram-A-Star 1050 Energy Star 
or AkzoNobel Ceram-A-Star Frost. Graber 
Post offers direct mill order and pickup 
for maximum cost effi ciency. We also offer 
warehouse shipment from Graber Post; we 
can ship standalone coils or can combine 
coil shipping with other building materials 
for additional savings. Graber Post also 
offers complete building packages that can 
be delivered to your door. 

Hershey’s Metal Meister 
420 Progress Drive
Mattoon, IL 61938
877.289.3030
217.234.4702 (fax)
info@hersheysmm.com
Hershey’s Metal Meister is a family owned 
and operated business specializing in 
building fast, accurate folding machines 
for the North American market. Discover 
the advantages of Variobend USA folding 
machines for yourself! Invented and built by 
people like you who thought there has to 
be a better way, Variobend USA machines 
are assembled in Illinois with American 
and European parts and engineering and 
backed up by service technicians who actu-
ally built the machines. New as of 2019, we 
are excited to introduce Slinet, Variobend’s 
baby brother! Slinet is the next generation 
of coil processing, here to keep your hungry 
trim folders fed. No need to look any further, 
your trim shop suite is here!

Hixwood Metal Inc.
N14685 Copenhaver Avenue
Stanley, WI 54768
715.644.0765
715.644.0094 (fax)
www.hixwoodmetalinc.com
Hixwood Metal Inc. is the premier source 
for all your coil, blank fl at stock, and slit 
coil needs. We specialize in supplying the 
industry with products that are at the top 
of the spectrum. Our 28-gauge .0157 coil 
with the BeckryTech H.D.P.E. paint system 
is the most popular. Available in textured or 
smooth colors. Call us for all your 29-, 26-, 
and 24-gauge needs also.

Levi’s Building Components
137 Newport Road
Leola,PA 17540
United States
1.877.897.7020
www.levisbuildingcomponents.com
info@levisbuildingcomponents.com
Check out our extensive line of fasteners, 
including Fastgrip, Metalgrip, ProCap and 
ProZ and our variety of snow retention 
guards in our Snow Defender line of snow 
guards available in 40 plus color offerings. 
Our Snow Defenders are the best perform-
ing snow guards in the industry and the 
best value! New this year in our fastener 
and accessory product line-up - Mini Driller 
Fastgrip Metal to Wood Screws, Extreme 
Foam, LoGrip Low Profi le Screws, 7500 
DECO andf 85RF Standing Seam Snow 
Defenders. Find roofi ng underlayment, 
venting, sealing and more in our accessory 
offerings including our exclusive FastVent 
Plus, FloVent and Roloshield lines.

Metal Rollforming Systems
4511 North Freya Street
P.O. Box 6246
Spokane, WA 99217
888.284.6794
info@mrsrollform.com
www.mrsrollform.com
Metal Rollforming Systems (MRS) de-
signs, manufactures, and sells innova-
tive roll-forming equipment. Established 
in 1993, MRS continues to develop its 
business through dedication to equipment 
innovations and reliability to its customers. 
MRS understands quality is important. By 
choosing MRS, you will be working with a 
company that knows quality and reinforces 
it in their equipment. We do it all: Develop-
ment, manufacturing, and assembly are all 
done in-house. This allows us to price our 
equipment very competitively, making it af-
fordable for our customers. Our product line 
includes roll formers, trim roll formers, and 
much more!
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Snap-Z
330 Swamp Road
Morgantown, PA 19543
717.572.0910
info@standingseamroofvent.com
www.standingseamroofvent.com
Most standing seam ridge vents are too 
complicated to install, wasting valuable 
time and energy. With SNAP-Z, installation 
is easy and you can relax knowing that it 
won’t fail over the lifetime of the roof and 
will vent adequately, which in turn gives 
you satisfi ed customers and no callbacks. 
Always working to improve, SNAP-Z has 
undergone rigorous testing by independent 
labs to ensure that their standing seam 
ridge vent will withstand the worst elements 
and maintain the beautiful hidden fastener 
look that everyone wants. 

Star 1 Products LLC
2410 W. Geers Rd.
McBain, MI 49657
888-96-STAR1
231-825-0163
231-825-0164 (fax)
With the felt industry continually grow-
ing, Star 1 Products knows the industry 
deserves a simple, hassle-free felt applica-
tion process, that eliminates the frustra-
tions associated with felt application. The 
Star 1 Felt Applicator makes your felt 
application a breeze, designed from an op-
erator’s viewpoint to have everything user 
friendly and effi cient. The splicing feature 
eliminates virtually all waste in metal and 
felt ... saving you money on every job. Star 
1 Products also provides solutions for 
handling long metal packs, coil handling, 
and coil storage. Our goal is to make the 
roll-former’s life easier.

United Steel Supply
248 Addie Roy Road
Suite C200
Austin, TX 78746
512.263.0954
www.unitedsteelsupply.com
United Steel Supply provides high qual-
ity fl at rolled steel coils. We offer superior 
customer service, competitive pricing, and 
just-in-time delivery, allowing us to achieve 
the highest level of customer satisfaction. 
United Steel Supply furnishes Galvalume®, 
galvanized, and prepainted steel coils for 
metal roofi ng and siding applications to 
the agricultural, commercial, industrial, and 
residential markets.

Phone (330) 674-4003 Fax (330) 674-4035 
10550 TR. 262 Millersburg, OH. 44654 

Email –acu-form@safecommail.com 

Manufacturer of metal forming equipment, for  

 

Using D2 tool steel as a standard for our tooling. 

Ag Panel 

Shears 

 

Hemmers 

Decoilers 

Perforators 

Wrappers 

Coil Upenders 

Rolls and Tables 

 

Trim Machines 

Corners 

Ridge Caps 

J-Channels 

 

Visit us @ www.acuformequipment.com 

Duke Energy Center                          

December, 10 & 11 

Come see us at the 
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T
he historic Hilton Cincinnati 
Netherland Plaza Hotel and 
Carew Tower is the host hotel 
for this year’s Construction 

Rollforming Show (CRS). At more than 
90 years of age, the Art Deco building is 
one of Cincinnati’s most famous land-
marks. It overlooks Fountain Square at 
the corner of 5th and Vine Streets, where 
the city’s first inhabitants settled nearly a 
century prior to its construction. 

In relating its history, the Historic 
Hotels of America organization notes 
that real estate developer John J. Emery 
was behind the building’s development. 
His dream was to create a “city within 

a city” as a multipurpose commercial 
structure with boutique shops, office 
space, and a luxury hotel. Because it sat 
on land previously housing a building 
called the Carew Building, it became 
known as Carew Tower. 

Emery’s dream for his grand new 
structure almost did not come to frui-
tion. Construction was started in 1929, 
the year of the great stock market crash. 

Fortuitously, Emery had gone against his 
banker’s advice and took his money out 
of stock market investments to help pay 
for the tower project mere weeks before 
the market collapsed.  

Money for the project also came from 
business partner William A. Starrett, a 
renowned skyscraper builder. Starrett 
Brothers, Inc., was the primary general 
contractor for the building, with the 
architectural blueprints coming from 
W.W. Ahlschlager & Associates. 

It was one of the largest construction 
projects in the city at the time, employ-

ing hundreds of workers. Total cost was 
$33 million.

Now owned by Hilton Properties, the 
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza 
Hotel and Carew Tower has won numer-
ous awards. It has achieved both National 
Historic Register and National Landmark 
status from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and is a charter member of the 
Historic Hotels of America. It also won 
the prestigious Preservation Honor 
award after its most recent renovations 
exceeded the government’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. RF

Hotel History )Hotel History ))

Host Hotel Is One of 
Cincinnati’s Historic Gems

Several after-hour events will 
be held this year at the Hilton, 

located across the street from the 
convention center. The Hilton 

has also provided great rates for 
overnight CRS guests. Book now 

for just $119 a night! Limited 
rooms are available at this rate 

so act fast. Book through the 
show web page: https://www.

constructionmagnet.com/
construction-rollforming-

registration 
or call 800.445.8667.
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I
t’s been a lean year for trade shows, 
but we are committed to proceed-
ing with the 2020 Construction 
Rollforming Show with determina-

tion to make it the safest one possible. 
We are taking extra precautions and 
measures so exhibitors and attendees are 
safeguarded during the event.

Both the Duke Energy Convention 
Center and the Hilton Cincinnati 
Netherland Plaza Hotel are helping us 
with these preparations and precautions. 
Here’s a closer look at what to expect:

DUKE ENERGY 
CONVENTION CENTER

The Duke Energy ConventionCenter 
has stepped up its cleaning and sanitizing. 
It is a Global Biorisk Advisory Council 
Star* facility, meeting the cleaning indus-
try’s outbreak prevention, response, and 
recovery accreditation for facilities. 

DURING THE EVENT:
• There will be hand sanitizing stations 

throughout.

• Additional (personal-size) hand sani-
tizer packages will be available.

• The venue (Hall A) has a normal occu-
pancy of 5,000. We will allow a maximum 
of 20% to allow adequate social distanc-
ing (should not inhibit attendee traffic).

• Banquet halls will operate at 25% of 
traditional occupancy.

• Masks will be required in accordance 
with state regulations.

• Masks will be provided, with a new 
mask available each day.

• Staff will be conducting (voluntary 
temperature) scans during exhibit hall 
hours.

*For more information on the Global 

Biorisk Advisory Council visit https://
gbac.issa.com/issa-gbac-star-facility-
accreditation

HILTON CINCINNATI 
NETHERLAND PLAZA HOTEL

The Hilton has partnered with mak-
ers of Lysol and Dettol for its Hilton 
CleanStay** program. Hilton employees 
are taking special steps to disinfect all 
guest rooms and special meeting and 
public areas, and taking extra precau-
tions when providing food and beverage 
services. RF

**You can learn more about Hilton 
CleanStay at https://www.hilton.com/en/
corporate/cleanstay

Be safe, but be at the Construction 
Rollforming Show!

COVID-19 Protocol )COVID-19 Protocol ))

Safety Measures in Place at 
Construction Rollforming Show

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!
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July 20, 2020, marked the beginning of a new adventure 
for the Nathan Yoder family in Little Suamico, Wisconsin. 
Trucks arrived that day to fill up the empty 6,600 sq. ft. for-

mer seed warehouse that will now serve as the center for their 
new business, Your Quality Metal. 

Arriving on the trucks were all-new roll-forming machines 
from Hershey’s Metal Meister, Mattoon, Illinois, and Acu-Form 
Equipment, Millersburg, Ohio, notably two major machines: 
an Acu-Form ag panel roll former and a Variobend folder. 

Starting a roll-forming business is a big investment for any-
one, let alone someone who has never operated a roll former. 
But a major customer is already lined up, and representatives 
from Acu-Form Equipment and Hershey’s Metal Meister were 
on hand to install and prep the machines, then train Yoder in 
the mechanical operations. He said, “Technology just frustrates 
me,” so his wife Ruth is learning that part of the business. 

In the beginning, Your Quality Metal will be a family opera-
tion with just one additional employee. They’re taking a wait-
and-see attitude before adding more.  

The first customer is Kauffman 
Building Supply, a local lumber-

yard and truss plant that is just 
over three years old—they 

From 
Milk to 
Metal

The journey of a new shop owner 
in construction roll forming 

■ By Sharon Thatcher

(LEFT) Nathan Yoder

(BELOW) Variobend from 
Hershey’s Metal Meister.
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will begin relying on Your Quality Metal for its supply of metal 
panel and trim to expedite local delivery. 

Like so many in the roll-forming industry, Nathan Yoder 
started his journey as a frustrated contractor. At one time, he 
owned a building company in Iowa with up to 17 employees. He 
had a fast turnaround source for panel and trim there, but when 
he moved to Wisconsin to continue the business while start-

ing a dairy farm, the story changed. “When we moved up here, 
when ordering trim, it was five to seven days from the time you 
ordered it to the time they got it in. Then if you were short a 
piece or you miss-cut something, it was another five days before 
you could finish your job,” he said. 

As much as he loves dairy farming, it has not been the most 
stable of occupations, even in Wisconsin, the Dairy State. Faced 

AT A GLANCE 
Your Quality Metal
Little Suamico, Wisconsin

www.yourqualitymetal.com

 
Equipment: Variobend folder from Hershey’s Metal 

Meister, and from Acu-Form Equipment: an ag panel 
roll former with Beck Automation controls, coil upender, 
four trim machines (J-channel, rat guard, double angle, 
and ridge cap profiles), coil recoiler, and shrink wrapper. 

Coil supplier: Progressive Metals and United Steel 
Supply (steel from Steel Dynamics with Sherwin-
Williams paint and coil coatings, including WeatherXL). 
The first coil order was for five textured 29 ga. coils from 
United Steel Supply and ten smooth 28 ga. coils from 
Progressive Metals in a variety of colors standard for 
metal buildings in the service area. 

Services offered: Commercial and residential metal 
roofing and siding panel, and custom trim. Originally 
offered are three different roof panel profiles in more 
than  25 colors and two metal siding profiles in custom 
colors and finishes.

John Mark Troyer wipes down the new tipper/upender after it was 
unloaded at the new shop.

Your Quality Metal sources its steel from both Progressive Metals and 
United Steel Supply. Here, a roll of Zincalume waits to be among the 
first off the new line.

The Acu-Form ag panel roll former waits to be fired up and put to work.
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with the decision of either growing his herd from 90 to 200 or 
300 cows to compete or going in a totally different direction, 
he reflected back on his experiences as a contractor. He under-
stood the needs of contractors versus the lack of a local supply 
chain to help get supplies to builders faster.  

“I came up with this idea about a year ago and got cold feet,” 
Yoder said. He has a young family to support and had to ask 
himself, “Did I really want to do that?” 

But as his farm income shrank, he had to make a decision. 

The roll-forming idea never went away and eventually Ruth 
encouraged him to take the plunge. “So I tell her, if it works it’s 
because of her,” he said. 

For now, Yoder plans to juggle both milk and metal. “Life is 
good if you enjoy what you’re doing,” he believes, and he enjoys 
dairy farming. He loves animals, so he’ll continue to rise at 4 
a.m. and head to the barn. “That’s when I can relax, when I’m in 
the barn with the cows,” he said. 

“That’s my passion, the cows,” he continued. While he thinks 
he’ll enjoy roll forming, he admitted half-jokingly, “I have 
dreams of maybe turning [the roll-forming operation] over 
some day, and going back to farming when I no longer have to 
make a living at it.” 

Rollforming Magazine was on hand the day after Your Quality 
Metal’s machines were unloaded and placed on the former 
warehouse floor. With Yoder’s gracious consent, we will con-
tinue to follow his journey from time to time in future issues 
of the magazine. There are sure to be moments of revelation to 
share: “Wish I’d known that,” “Might have done that different,” 
and “The best decision I made” are likely to be among them. 

Readers who have already taken that journey may see them-
selves in his reflection, while those who are thinking of a similar 
journey may dare to follow in his footsteps. In either case, we 
welcome you along for the ride. 

If you have a story to share about your own experiences in the 
roll-forming industry, email sharon@shieldwallmedia.com. RF

Nathan and Ruth Yoder receive instructions for the Variobend from 
Nelson Hershberger.

Wayne Troyer (left), Acu-Form Machinery, is shown in conversation with 
Gary Reichert, Shield Wall Media.

Production is handled with ease via a control panel from Beck 
Automation. 
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A
ceClamp® manufactures fast-

installing, precision-engineered 

snow retention for SSMR, Mem-

brane, Asphalt, Tile, and Slate roofi ng. 

AceClamp® systems also help stop fall-

ing ice with our convenient and easy-to-

install ice guard attachments. We off er 

unique clamping systems that are com-

patible with almost any type of metal, 

membrane, slate, and asphalt roofi ng. 

Our patented non-penetrating “slide-

pin” metal roofi ng clamp eliminates the 

need for set screws, helping to protect the 

metal roofi ng panel’s fi nish from installa-

tion damage. RF

SCAN CODE TO VIEW 
OUR ONLINE BOOTH

ACECLAMP

87 Spring Lane
Plainville, CT 06062
860.351.0686
info@aceclamp.com
www.AceClamp.com
AceClamp® manufactures fast-installing, 
precision-engineered snow retention and solar 
mounting solutions that are compatible with 
almost any roof type. Our latest roofi ng in-
novations include Snow Titan®, our heavy-duty 
snow rail system for areas with extreme snow 
loads, capable of up to 42" spans, and Solar 
Snap™, an adaptive solar racking system. 
Simplify inventory with AceClamp.

WWW.CONSTRUCTIONMAGNET.COM 37

patent pending

Orders: 860-351-0686 
www.AceClamp.com

WITHSTAND THE 
MOST OUTSTANDING 
SNOWSTORMS
Commercial-grade snow retention for extreme snow loads & 42” seams

WITHSTAND
OUTSTANDING
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1821 S. North Rd.
Grand Island, NE 68803
800.845.1767
buildings@chiefi nd.com
www.chiefbuildings.com
Chief is a family owned company and 
that means we do business based on our 
own standards. Our goal is to provide 
unparalleled personal attention to our 
customers and show dignity and respect 
to all of our stakeholders. We still believe 
that strong customer relationships, 
quality products, and the desire to always 
do better is the blueprint to our success. 
Since the founding of our company in 
1954, Chief has remained true to those 
beliefs. Some things are worth it.  

I
n the wake of the 2020 pandemic, 

it is no surprise that material short-

ages are aff ecting our day-to-day 

lives. Th e lumber industry in particular 

is feeling the woes of previously idled 

plants, increased demand, and ongoing 

trade confl icts with Canada. Since most 

construction requires lumber products, 

the odds are good that everyone in the 

construction industry will be aff ected to 

some degree. 

Speed is important. Chief Buildings 
can supply simple, all-steel buildings in 
as few as fi ve weeks. 

Aside from current economic factors, 
there are some inherent pitfalls with 
using lumber. Wood can warp, crack, 
check, and split as it dries. Wood is 
organic and can succumb to rot or bug 
infestation. In the event of a fi re, wood 
becomes fuel and typically results in 
structural failure. An all-steel building 
from Chief Buildings suffers from none 
of these.

Historically, steel is expensive when 
compared to wood, but with the rise in 
the cost of lumber products this year, the 
price differential between wood and steel 
has all but vanished. Considering the 
added benefi ts that metal construction 
can offer, now really is an opportune 
time to get a better product for about 
the same cost. RF

SCAN CODE TO VIEW 
OUR ONLINE BOOTH

CHIEF BUILDINGS
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Delayed
Projects?

Fast,
Strong,
and it Lasts.

800-845-1767          Plants in Grand Island, NE and Rensselaer, IN          chiefbuildings.com

An all-steel building may be the solution to your schedule issues. 

Simple buildings can deliver in 5 weeks. Get a better product, FAST.

Steel is...
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D
ynamic Fastener is specifi cally 

geared toward the Metal Build-

ing and Roofi ng industry. Th e 

company’s success rests on its dedication 

to service, which is evident in the follow-

ing areas:

Standard orders received by 4 p.m. 

CST will ship that day more than 99% of 

the time.

Dynamic Fastener’s buying power en-

ables us to competitively and successfully 

sell nationwide. Th e company has more 

than 45,000 customers representing all 50 

states and 15 foreign countries.

Th e growing popularity of metal roof-

ing gives Dynamic Fastener an opportu-

nity to promote our superior line of self 

drill and clip screw fasteners. Developing 

new products allows us to be an integral 

resource for fastener requirements. Pro-

viding our fasteners with the Dyna-Coat 

1000-hour salt spray premium coating 

is just one example in which Dynamic 

Fastener strives to provide our custom-

ers with the best product money can buy. 

Our high quality, professional In-House 

painting operation enables us to cus-

tom match and paint most any screw or 

rivet with a short lead time. Typical lead 

time is just one or two days (days, NOT 

weeks). Th at’s a plus when painted fasten-

ers could hold up a job. 

Customers appreciate that we supply 

power tools, hand tools, fl ashings, safety 

equipment, sealants, and so much more. 

Our fl agship products include D•F® 

screws, Dyna-Guard® snow retention 

system for metal roofs, Dyna-Clamps® to 

accommodate many diff erent profi les of 

standing seam roofs, and 75 million D•F® 

rivets in stock, of which over 55 million 

are prepainted and stocked in bags of 250 

pieces.  

Dynamic Fastener stocks great quality 

products from the most popular manu-

facturers in the industry. It’s defi nitely an 

advantage for our customers knowing 

they can save money and buy all their 

Tools and Fasteners under one roof. RF

SCAN CODE TO VIEW 
OUR ONLINE BOOTH

DYNAMIC FASTENER

9911 East 53rd Street
Raytown, MO 64133
800.821.5448 (phone)
800.844.1199 (fax)
stevebutler@dynamicfastener.com
www.dynamicfastener.com
Dynamic Fastener offers same-day shipping 
of screws, painted rivets, anchors, fl ashings, 
safety equipment, hand tools, and power tools.  
In-house custom painting of screws and rivets, 
with one or two-day lead time. Dyna-Guard 
snow retention system for metal roofs. Dyna-
Clamps are available to accommodate many 
different profi les of standing seam roofs. The 
company’s free, 140-page, full-color tool and 
fastener hand guide provides engineering 
data, and details product offering and pricing.
Locations: Kansas City, MO (Main Offi ce), 
Chicago, Houston, Las Vegas, Memphis, 
St. Louis, St. Paul.
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Call for your Free Full Color 140 Pg. Hand Guide. Better yet, call us for your next tool or fastener 
requirement. Discover for yourself why your peers enjoy doing business with our company!

 DYNAMIC FASTENER is specifically geared to handle the needs of the Metal 
Building Contractor. We provide in-house custom color painting of screws and 
rivets with just a one or two day (days, not weeks) lead time. Over 100 million 
rivets, mostly pre-painted, & tens of thousands of power tools are stocked and sold 
at the lowest prices. Highest quality, top name brand fasteners are stocked and 
sold at the lowest prices. Same day shipment on orders received by 4:00 p.m. CST. 
We are a supplier to the largest metal building manufacturers.
 We want to be YOUR source for screws, pre-painted rivets, anchors, flashings, 
Dyna-Guard® snow retention system, safety equipment, hand tools, power tools and 
accessories.

D F® DYNA-GUARD®F® RIVET BOSS®

TM

D F® DYNA-CLAMPS®

F® ULTRA-PREMIUM 
IMPACT-TESTED™

NUT RUNNERS

F® SCREWS® DROP-STOP®

Butyl Tape

F®

DYNAMIC
FASTENER

Everything for the Metal Builder & Roofer®

® METAL CUTTING BLADE

7 warehouses to serve your construction needs for tools and fasteners
(MAIN OFFICE)

800-821-5448

FREE 140 Page Full Color Tool & Fastener Hand Guide 
provides prices, engineering data & details product offering.
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T
hings weren’t always simpler in so-called simpler 
times. Until the early 1970s, the image of tool change-
overs within the roll-forming industry was of an 
operator—or several operators—laboriously remov-

ing clumsy stands and heavy roll tooling and reloading with a 
different set of roll tooling.

Depending on the number of stations and the number of 
rolls, a tool changeover could take anywhere from 4 to 12 hours. 
That’s a lot of time for your roll former to be “out of service” 
and, therefore, not making you money. This, by and large, is 
still the story in the custom roll-forming industry, where the 
business model is to provide roll-forming services to customers 
with small batch runs or those who have no desire to invest in or 
develop in-house expertise. We’ll come back to that issue.

In many industries today, we no longer think in terms of tool-
ing changeovers, but rather in terms of “tool repositioning.” 
In the steel framing industry, for example, the requirement 
is for repositioning the tooling to produce C and U profiles 
from a width of 1.65" to 14" or 16" wide with a f lange height 
of 1.25" up to 3" or 4" and gauges ranging from 26 to 12 or 10. 
It sounds complicated, but it’s not and it now can be accom-
plished through electro-mechanical means. It requires no tool-
ing changeover.

The metal building industry, with the use of C, Z, and U 
channels in various widths, f lange heights, and gauges, is anoth-
er beneficiary of repositioning technology. The storage industry, 
with its use of various sizes of posts and beams, has also gained 
roll-forming efficiency through repositioning technology. 

Roll-forming changeovers evolve to tool repositioning
■ By Joe Repovs, Founder, Samco Machinery

Rafts being tightened by a technician. Sets of tooling, positioned on plates, are raised and lowered into place 
with the push of a button.
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Another use of repositioning is with side-by-side-by-side 
tooling setups, commonly used for accessory profiles in the 
drywall industry. Several sets of tooling can be permanently 
positioned on stands mounted on a plate that can be aligned 
with the accompanying equipment.

Rafting is another technology that has helped many indus-
tries eliminate time-consuming tooling changeovers. Roll 
tooling is mounted on a permanent set of stands, which are 
mounted on plates that can be lifted into position on the roll-
forming base. This was initially popularized by the cladding 
and roof deck industry. Some of these profiles have more than 
400 rolls in a set! Imagine the changeover time involved with 
those roll formers. 

Another technology that has been gaining intensity is the 

combination of multiple machinery designs into one. For 
example, a thru-shaft roll former can be combined with a 
stub-shaft-type roll former, adding extra-dimensional pos-
sibilities. Adding partial rafting to this concept can further 
increase the possibilities.

An interesting development, particularly enjoyed by the 
garage door industry, is the ability to engage certain roll-form-
ing stations upon demand to add or subtract ribbing and/or 
change the positioning of the ribbing.

The garage door industry is also seeing a trend where roll 
formers use the same width coil for the front and back panels 
by providing the capability to edge trim on alternate sheets, 
thereby enabling finished assembly at the end of the line with-
out extra coil handling. This not only eliminates the need to 

(TOP) A view of side-by-side tooling.

All photos courtesy of Samco Machinery

In the garage door industry, certain roll-forming stations can be 
engaged and disengaged on demand to alter ribbing. 

Multiple machinery designs in one are increasingly being developed in 
the roll-forming industry. 
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handle extra coil, it also reduces inventory on both the coil and 
finished product.

Certain industries are inviting manufacturers to engineer the 
ability of the roll-forming line so that it alters the orientation of 
the roll-formed parts from one piece to the next through elec-

tromechanical means. This helps to provide the orientation for 
the next operation.

No discussion of tooling changeovers would be complete 
without mentioning the pre-punch/post-punch and cutoff dies. 
The most common method to remove and change these dies is 
by forklift. Some manufacturers have attained a level of success 
by attaching conveyor tables to the presses where dies can be 
stored while not in use. The advantage here is that the dies can 
be manually repositioned.

Circling back to custom roll forming, this industry has had 
a difficult time developing improved technology to reduce 
changeover times. Consequently, custom roll-forming compa-
nies are able to perform at a 20% to 50% efficiency rate. With 
the low run volumes, the roll formers are on tooling changeovers 
up to 50% of the time. One improvement includes the addition 
of rafted roll formers with an extra set of rafts, enabling offline 
changeovers while the machine is in operation. This reduces 
changeover times by 50% to 80%.

The roll-forming industry is already experiencing an 
increased use of robots for end product handling. There will 
eventually be a development where automation can remove nuts 
and outboard stands, slide the rolls off the shaft, and then pick 
up new rolls and spacers to slide on. This may require a “rei-
magining” of the outboard stand construction. Demographics 
may force manufacturers to investigate other options for some 
of this manual work. All in the name of speed. RF

Maintaining ISO 9001 certification, Samco Machinery manufac-
tures roll-forming machines, uncoilers, roll tooling, presses, and 
material handling solutions servicing a multitude of customers 
worldwide in varied industries. Visit www.samco-machinery.com

Robotic technology is making its way into roll forming to help provide 
quicker orientation between operations. 

Some manufacturers attach conveyor tables to the press where dies 
can be stored.

The garage door industry is also seeing a trend in the use of edge trim-
mers to minimize coil handling.
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Powered and Manual Shears  
to meet your metal cutting needs.

231-832-4222

Manufactured by:

Precision Metal Craft LLC
10075 E 72nd ST, Reed City, Ml 49677

•  Replaceable tool steel blades with the 
profile of your choice

•  Simply change the blade set to switch 
from straight to angle cut 

• Cuts a 3/12 - 5/12 angle 
•  Heavy duty toggle clamp holds panel to 

ensure a quality cut

HRB-36 

= BUILDING INVESTMENT PROTECTION

www.directmetalsinc.com   855-800-8878

HWH & PANCAKE FASTENERS  ANCHORS  PIPE FLASHINGS 

REFLECTIVE INSULATION  POLYCARBONATE PANELS

SOLID & VENTED FOAM CLOSURES

Let DMI complete your building project  
with Code Approved & Warrantied:

info@expressbarns.com

Let us prove 
to you that 

we can save 
you time and 
money. We 
want to be  

your Partner  
in Post Frame!

Post Frame Packages
Delivered to your Job Site

QUALITY PRODUCTS
COMPETITIVE PRICES

& MOST ORDERS SHIP THE SAME DAY

Ph: (334) 283-4030  -  FAX (334) 283-4032

STEEL PRODUCTS FOR 
THE METAL ROOFING &  
METAL BUILDING INDUSTRY

512-263-0954  unitedsteelsupply.com

Understanding Superior Service

CUSTOM ROLLFORMERPURLIN ROLLFORMERTRIM ROLLFORMERPANEL ROLLFORMER

PREMIUM QUALITY

ROLLFORMING MACHINERY

ASC MACHINE TOOLS, INC. MADE IN USA
SINCE 1949
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A Lifetime of Quality and Relationships

bradburygroup.com

+1.620.345.6394
bradbury@bradburygroup.com

Your Single Source Equipment Provider

800.574.1717                  newtechmachinery.com

THE WORLD’S 
FINEST PORTABLE 
ROLLFORMING
MACHINERY &
EQUIPMENT

®

  800-821-5448

Open up your camera app and
hold it over the QR code for a

direct link to our product offerings!

Since 1946, Union Corrugating has been an industry leader in providing metal roofing
products, supplies, and wall systems for residential, commercial and agricultural applications.

Call for a FREE Quote!
1-888-685-7663
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Need It? Make It!
Iowa roll-forming shop’s do-it-yourself solutions

R
iverside Metal Roofing LLC, Floyd, 
Iowa, has become a successful roll-
forming business by finding ways to 
avoid costly purchases using creative 

approaches to problems. Co-owner Reuben 
Nolt, “the grease monkey” in the crew, has 
helped design and direct the fabrication of 
machines used to heft and maneuver the coils 
of steel in their inventory. Here’s a look at 
Riverside’s fabricated versions of coil-handling 
equipment used in the shop. RF

(BELOW) Six spools of steel coil can be kept on this 
turntable, which was retrofitted from an old track-
hoe. Riverside has two of these turntables to keep 
coil propelling through their projects. 

(RIGHT) Riverside’s recoiler is still a work in prog-
ress but does a decent job. It uses a friction system 
to keep the coils tight (but admittedly not as tight as 
they’d like). “We haven’t figured that one out yet,” 
co-owner Alvin Brubaker said.
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(LEFT) This coil upender/tipper doesn’t look or perform any different 
than a typical commercially made machine purchased for the same 
task. It turns coils with ease to help avoid forklift damage and has pro-
vided years of service at Riverside.

(BELOW LEFT) This shrink wrapper is another machine that was 
designed and built from scratch for Riverside’s use.

BUSINESS AT A GLANCE 

Riverside Metal Roofing LLC
Floyd, Iowa
Phone: 641.398.2473

Owners: Reuben Nolt and Alvin Brubaker
Territory: 150-mile radius 
Roll-forming equipment: Hayes panel line roll for-

mer; SQ2 Snap Loc line; Jorns ag trim brake
Coil Supplier: Hixwood Metals, Stanley, Wisconsin
Services offered: Roll-forming panel and trim 

accounts for about half of business. The other half of 
business is truss manufacturing and post-frame shed 
building by order. They also offer delivery, utilizing their 
own trucks. 

History: Reuben Nolt was a farmer when he began the 
business as a way of exiting the declining family-farm 
economy. He began as a coil-stocking dealer in 2005 and 
eventually purchased a Jorns ag trim brake and started 
offering custom trim. In 2008, he purchased a like-new 
used Hayes roll former and started offering same-day 
turnaround for panels. A couple years later, frustrated 
with lead time on trusses, the business, now operating 
as Riverside Metal Roofing LLC with co-owner Alvin 
Brubaker, purchased its own line of truss-making equip-
ment through a company buyout. 

Many small shops fill customers’ unmet needs. A separate shop 
space at Riverside is now devoted to manufacturing trusses for 
built-to-order sheds.
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SERVICE AND QUALITY 
ARE THE KEYS TO
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION.
At United Steel Supply, we’re proud to be the country’s largest distributor of Galvalume® and 
prepainted steel coils. We work hard to ensure that we have exactly what our customers need 
– along with high-quality products, outstanding service and competitive pricing. It’s all part 
of developing long-term partnerships through customer satisfaction, something we take very 
seriously. So we’re extremely honored to be a Gold Key recipient, because it’s voted on by the 
people who count most – our customers. 

Thank you for this honor. We promise to continue to deliver exactly what you need, without 

unitedsteelsupply.com  |  512-263-0954
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